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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION AND JUSTIFICATION OF THE PROBLEM 
Statement~~ Problem.-- The purpose of this study is 
to determine the voluntary and personal reading preferences of 
children in grades four through six. 
Justification of ~ Problem.-- The need to evaluate 
children's interests and preferences in the field of literature 
is of paramount importance today. In our rapidly transforming, 
technology-oriented culture, books are no longer the sole means 
by which great literature is made available. Children are now 
exposed to literature through such audio-visual means as the 
theater, movies, television and records. Because television and 
other media have tended to change the pattern of a child's lite, 
there is a definite need for a study in the area of children's 
interests and preferences in the field of literature. 
Educators are realizing they must be concerned with more 
than the teaching of reading skills in a well-balanced reading 
program. As the real purpose for reading has become obscured in 
many reading programs, a greater emphasis is presently being 
placed on teaching ~ to read and ~at to r ead ~' rather than 
solely focusing on how to read. An awareness of the values in-
herent in ·good literature has convinced educators of the neces-
sity for bringing books and children together, and instilling 
the desire and appreciation for good literature experiences. 
Most educators today recognize the vital importance of 
interesting children in good l i terature. Good literature should 
~---------------------------------------------------
be viewed as a means of enriching personal living by developing 
insight into human character and experiences, and by further 
aiding in the formation of intelligent, free choice. Psycholo-
gists have demonstrated that through the process of identifica-
tion, reading can be a valuable aid in the solution of perplexing 
problems that confront children. Good literature satisfies deep 
emotional, spiritual, and imaginative needs of children and serves 
as an emotional release from feelings of rejection and fear. Lit-
erature is thus regarded as a mediUll'l of exploration. By reading 
various types of books, the child may explore his own nature, ac-
quire a clearer perspective and greater sensitivity toward others, 
and develop a sense of purpose and direction in life. Literary 
experiences become a potent force in the educational process of 
developing critically-minded individuals who possess the ability 
to create a happier way of life for themselves and others. 
Habits formed in early elementary grades in the reading 
program greatly effect later literary tastes. Therefore, a good 
reading program wills timulate and encourage the reading of good 
literature, develop literary standards of judgement and taste, 
and acquaint readers with the emotional and aesthetic values 
inherent in all art forms. 
Interest studies and interest inventories, as well as 
psychological data obtained from investigations of child develop-
mental patterns, provide the teacher with a basis for construct-
ing an effective, stimulating, and enjoyable reading program. 
In this way, pupils' potentials can be discovered and developed 
2 
J 
and tastes can be improved and expanded as the young reader is 
led to realize that the more he reads, the more he is exposed to 
the ~lues of life and art. 
While former interest studies and surveys in the field of 
literature have been concerned with reading preferences on the 
elementary and secondary levels, this study will be confined to 
the personal reading preferences of girls and boys in grades four 
through six. Some previous studies have dealt with reading pre-
ferences in relation to books, magazines, and newspapers. Others 
have utilized informally constructed inventories based on basal 
reader titles and stories--as a means of determining pupils' pre-
ferences. This study is aimed at determining the nature and ex-
tent of the independent and voluntary reading of intermediate 
grade children. 
~----------------------------------------------------~ 
CHAPTER TWO 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
It vas the purpose of this study to determine and ana-
lyze the current reading interests of children in grade four, 
five, and six. Although there have been many books written 
about children's literature and reading interests, research on 
classroom methods and techniques is insufficient and vague. 
The following review of' literature of' this area will be 
divided into three sections: 
1) The Teaching of' Literature 
2) Children's Interests in Literature 
3) Children's Book Lists 
1 . The Teaching of Literature 
Benefits derived ~ read~ ~ appreciation £! 
literature .-- As a result of reserach in the field of' the 
teaching of literature, educators are more fully aware of' the 
benef'i ts that the child derives from the reading and apprecia-
tion or good literature. 
Strickland!/ emphasizes these benefits: 
nchildren, like adults, read for experience, for 
Y Ruth Strickland, ~ Language Arts !,a the Elementary School, 
D. c . Heath and Company, Boston, 1~ p. 3u . 
• 
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expansion, and for enjoyment . When they reach the 
stage at which reading skill makes it possible for them 
to read independently to further their interests, one 
finds that their purposes do not differ in kind from 
those of adults . They read for experience which they 
can enjoy and appreciate through the words of others. 
They read for personal expansion and growth, to add to 
their knowledge, answer their questions, and solve their 
problems. Such reading helps to provide the depth and 
fullness of life, the e!'ll)tional, social and spiritual 
security ~ch all people, young and old, are constantly 
seeking . " 
Holman, !/ in his discussion of the development of ap-
preciation in literature, states: 
"Children learn gradually that some creations 
hold greater amounts of enjoyment for them than do others; 
also children learn, after repeated attempts, that they 
too can create beauty ••• To cultivate the best within the 
child, he needs to be surrounded by beauty, to have 
beauty interpreted to him, and to be allowed to express 
himself aesthetically. Appreciation will then become 
a truly integrating force i n his developing personality." 
This concern with the benefits derived from the reading of 
good literature is discussed by Bates:~/ 
11 In the broadest sense the teaching of litera-
ture is inspirational ••• enabling the child to gain 
from books a wide knowledge of life and human nature. 11 
Again he states:1f 
11 To the inspirational is added the absorption 
of certain ideas concerning life. The educational 
treatment of literature •• involves the development of 
those general truths concerning human nature and human 
feeling which form intangible thoughts of a play or poem." 
1/ Alfred. Holman, "Development of Personal Taste and Appre-
ciation Through Literature," Discussion Guide !2! Teachers _~ 
~lish, Chicago, 1952, p. 56. 
2 Arlo Bates, Talks on the Teaching of Literature, Houghton 
Mifflin Company, 190b, p. 109. -11 ~., p . 111. 
-
Rosenblatt, !/in her concern with literature as explora-
tion and self-development makes the following statement: 
"Literature is thus for him a medium of explora-
tion. Through books the reader may explore his own 
nat e, become aware of potentialities for thought and 
feeling within himself, acquire a clearer perspecti~e, 
develop aims and a sense of direction. He may explore 
the outer world, other personalities, other ways of 
life." 
In addition, Rosenblat~ lists the following benefits de-
rived from the reading and appreciation of literature: 
1) "The experience of literature helps to develop 
the kind of imagination most needed in a democracy--
the ability to understand the personality and needs of 
others and to envisage the possible effects of our own 
actions upon the lives of others. 
2) Literature acts also as one of the social 
agencies through which1he culturally accepted images 
of behavior, the constellations of emotional attitudes 
clustering about different relationships, and the cul-
turally accepted social and moral standards, are trans-
mitted. 
3) In our heterogenous democratic society, lit-
erature can enlighten the adolescent concerning the 
wide diversity of possible social and moral philoso-
phies, from which he is free to choose. 
4) Literature may thus also offer him elimina-
tions of patterns of behavior necessary for a sound 
choice. 
5) Li tera.ry experiences may help the reader to 
see his own personalitt and problems objectively, and 
thus to understand and manage them better. 
6) Through contact with the diversity of personal-
ities and the Yaried experience of his .fellow-men ex-
pressed in literature, the adolescent reader may also 
be freed from his neurotic fears and the obsessions of 
guilt that often accompany the feeling that somehow he 
is unique and queer. 
7) Literature may also suggest socially accepted 
g LoUise M. ROsenblatt, Literature !! mloration, Appleton-
Century Crofts, Incorporated, New York, 19 8, p. VI. 
~ ~., pp. 263-264. 
-
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channels of expression for emotional drives that might 
otherwise take an anti-social form." 
Literature not being taught with these benefits in 
~.--Although it is known that literature has itbese benefits, 
literature is still not being taught with these benefits in 
mind. In support of this, The Encyclopedia of Educational 
Research!/ states: 
"But literature instruction is still determined 
almost entirely by opinion and tradition--frequently 
on the basis of expert opinion, it is true, but just 
as frequently on the basis of tradition, prejudice 
and whim. The teaching of literature, therefore, 
ranges from excellent to e~remely poor, with a very 
small body of accurately determined data to guide 
its improvement.n 
Betzne~/ further states: 
"It is strange but nevertheless true, that in the 
rank and file of American Elementary schools literature 
has not been accorded a place of major importance. 
Very often the home has made greater use of this re-
source. In too many schools a very limited selection 
of materials in textbook form is all that is available, 
and these books are often treated as material to be 
studied, not read for enjoyment. In contrast, better 
elementary schools utilize all types of literature very 
extensively. Theteachers in such schools are well ac-
quainted 'With the varied materials available; they know 
how to share the children's joy in a book; they can tell 
a story effectively; and they see literature as an es-
sential instrument of education." 
!!!! importance ~values _!!!!!!! teaching ,2! literature.--
In order to teach literature effectively, one must be aware of 
its value. 
Y Walter Monroe, ed, ~ En~lcopedia of Educational Research, 
MacMillan Company, 1941, p. L • 
2/ Jean Betzner, Exploring Literature ~ Children in ~ Elementary 
SChools, Bureau of Publications, Teachers Coliege, Columbia University 
• 
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Betzner.!/ expresses this opinion on the problem: 
"A new emphasis in the elementary school is on the 
value of literature or the education of the child. All 
those lho wish to insure permanence of its new position 
are seeking to discover where the obstacles lie that 
keep the children away from literature . Barriers are 
frequently within the school and as frequently without--
associated with the narrow concepts maintained by many 
adults who believe literature can only be controlled 
through the process ofreading and consequently place 
too great and too early an emphasis on learning to read • 
• • ~1 too many become discouraged when unable to 
meet requirements in learning techniques that offered 
little but adult approval in return for the effort ex-
pended." 
Betzner£/ further states the v.alue of literature: 
1) "Literature should provide a readily accessible 
means for examining through eye and ear the experiences 
of human beings . 
2) The literary arts should make possible count-
less opportunities for evaluating one'sown experience 
and tbe experiences of his associates . 
3) The use of literature should build common bonds 
between individuals and between groups within the school 1 
and between the school and the community. 
4) The literary arts should so function in a school 
that they are necessarily relate themselves to the other 
arts . " 
Sterling ' s.J./ opinions on the value of literature are as 
follows: 
"The whole question of t he value and importance of 
literature depends simply on what happens inside when 
one reads it, or afterwards . It is solely a matter of 
its effect on him. John Dewey says of experience--it 
is 'doing something to things and having them do some-
thing to us in return' . " 
· y Jean Betzner, Breaking~ Barriers to Literature, Bulletin 
of the Association for Childhood Education, Washington, D. c., 
1946, P• 3. 
2/ Jean Betzner, 22• Cit. , P• 21. lf Leonard Sterling, ESSential Principles of Teaching Reading ~ 
Literature, J . B. Lippincott Co . , Philadelphia, 1922, p. 22. 
8 
1 
Adams!/ also emphasizes the effects of good literature 
upon the individual: 
"Good literature for children is the same that is 
enjoyed by adults; for the same criteria is applied to 
all literature. The age of the reader is incidental and 
unimportant . Good literature bears the mark of inte-
grity, carries the reader into a genuine experience, 
stirs emotions, arouses curiosity, stimulates his mind, 
gives him a measuring stick for life, recalls the past, 
reflects the present, prognosticates the future . " 
In addition, HusbandsS/ states: 
11Good literature ••• must stimulate the children, 
must add to his knowledge and give him a better under-
standing of' his own experiences • • • Subject matter rather 
than grade level, is the basis for choosing books to 
be read." 
BatesZI says the following: 
11The business of the young is to learn about life. 
What human nature and life are like is learned most 
quickly and most surely from the best literature. 
Through imaginative literature, abstract truths are 
made to have for the child a reality which is given to 
them by the experiences of daily life only by the slowest 
degrees . " 
~ ~ be done to improve ~ literature program. --
In teaching literature, many thi ngs should be considered. Betzner~ 
feels that much can be done to improve the teaching of litera-
ture in elementary schools . The schools must take into consideration 
!7 Bess Adams, About ~ and Children, Henry Holt and Co., New 
York, 1953, P• 513. 
~ Kenneth Husbands, Teaching Elementarl School Subject~, The 
Ronald Press Company, New York, 1961, p. 135. 
3/ Arlo Bates, Qe• Cit . , p. 23. 
4/ Jean Betzner, EXp-roring Literature ~ Children ~ ~ 
Elementary School 
2E· £!.!. , p. $. 
0 
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the fact that the familiar patterns of living are changing. 
Children are left more by themselves. Secondly, the schools 
should realize the possibilities of extending a child's ex-
perience through reading. 
Betzne~ further feels that there has been a neglect 
of literature in many of the elementary schools. "Reading, 
meaning the process of reading, and literature have been treated 
as though they were synonymous . " 
The development of the appreciation of good literature 
has not been given enough attention over the past decades. 
McKee~/ declares: 
ttFor many years children's literature was taught 
in most elementary schools for the apparent purpose of 
beginning to develop in children an appreciation of 
English literature. Unfortunately, as judged by the 
methods and instructional materials used, such appre-
ciation was interpreted to consist of (1) an acquaint-
ance with certain choice literary seldctions and with 
certain authors, and (2) some understanding of the 
structure of literature. As a result of this point of 
view, the selections used were so-called classics which 
contained the elements of li terar.r merit to be a ppre-
ciated by pupils. Eventually, surveys of the voluntary 
reading of people who had been exposed to such instruc-
tion showed that the teaching of children's literature 
had not been successful, and that a more careful and 
more realistic choice of selections according to the 
needs and interests of pupils was imperative." 
Y. Ibid:, p . 10. 
2/ PiU! McKee, Reading ~ Literature in Elementary Schools, 
Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1934, p. 557. 
McKee!/ further states: 
"About 1920 someone suggested that theteaching of 
children's literature or recreatory reading could be 
improved by the use only of selections of high quality 
which (1) satisfy the particular and worthy interests 
of the pupils with Whom they are apt t o be used, (2) 
are in themselves fun for those pupils to read or hear, 
and (3) can be understood by the pupils with relative 
ease." 
~ ~ .2£ ~ teacher _!a !!!! development .2£ apprecia-
tion and taste in literature . -- Research has shown that the 
--...... __.... __ 
teacher has an important effect on children in the development 
of taste and appreciation of good reading material. Harri~/ 
states 1 "The reading tastes of tomorrow's adults depend to a 
great extent on the influence of today 1a teacher•·" 
MacClintoc~ declares, "Finally the whole matter is 
conditioned and colored by the fact that in any ease 
the literature is transmitted to the children through 
the personality of the teacher. " 
HUber.k/ suppo ta this statement: "There are two things 
needed i n the equipment of one who wished to teach lit-
erature to children--an understanding of children and 
a genuine appreciation of literature." 
Husbands2/ states that books should be selected according 
to the child's specific needs. Theteacher must recognize that 
these needs are apt to be intensified in children, so that she 
~ Ibid., p. 53'l f A!birt Harris, How to Increase Reading Ability, Longmans , 
~reen and Company, New York, 1940, p. L07. 
z/ Porter MacClintock, Literature in ~ Elemento;r School, 
University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1930, p. 2 o. 1!/ Miriam Huber, S~o~ and Verse for Children, The MacMillan 
Company, New York, 9 ;p. Ji:""1Revised Edition) 2J Kenneth Husbands, .QE• fll., p. 1.35. 
must be able to find the right book at the right time in order 
to satisfy these needs. Some of these needs a..re the need for 
love, the need forknowledge, and the need of belonging to some 
group--in order to gain emotional, intellectual and spiritual 
security. 
Appyl/ also considers children's needs in her discus-
sion on effective teaching of literature. 
"If literature is to liberate intelligence, it 
must first of all be chosen for its power to meet a 
need, a desire, a problem of youth. A book may bring 
together two kindred people--the reader and the char-
acter in the story. Each may have a common problem 
and together they may work it out. From this experience 
a web of action may be woven with which the reader may 
solve his own problem better. Interaction has taken 
place. A purpose has been served. A need has been 
met ••• Any book has meaning only as it serves the pur-
poses of a particular child at a particular time. The 
child and his problem are the important things--not 
the book." 
A teacher, in order to teach children effectively, must 
be able to recognize good literature. She must be sensitiw to 
beauty and to the needs of the children. Holms.rJ/ states: 
"Children learn gradually that some creations 
hold greater amounts of enjoyment for them than do 
others; also, children learn, after repeated attempts, 
that they too can create beauty ••• To cultivate the 
best within the child, he needs to be surrounded by 
beauty, to have beaut.r interpreted to him, and to be 
allowed to express himself aesthetically. Appreciation 
will then become a truly integrating force in his de-
veloping personality." 
1/ Nellie Appy, Pupils are People, National Council of Teachers 
of English, 1941, p. 20.tAs cited in Alfred Holman, ~., p. 6j. 
y Alfred Holman, .QE• ill•' p. 56. 
Stauffe~ further comments on the role of the teacher: 
"Enthusiasm is contagious . Enjo.YJftent of books will 
spread through a gr:-oup of children like a grass on fire 
on a windy day. It may be as uncontrolled as such a fire 
would be without the guidance of an adult who is able 
to make appropriate suggestions . With a wealth of at-
tractive, wort hwhile books at our elbows how can we fail 
to bubble over with the desire to share them with child-
ren •• • ? Teachers can do so much to encourage children 
to find real satisfaction in a well-told story •• ·" 
In teaching the value and ·importance of literature, the 
teacher should know how to introduce books . Dawson and 
Zollinge~ write: 
"The teacher may introduce new books in these ways: 
a) by reading brief excerpts of special interests 
b) by displaying pictures 
c) by relating exciting and stimulating facts about 
the author 
d) by letting the children guess t he stor.y that might 
well go w4.tli such a title as 11The Lonesome Island." 
~ Qualities £! ! good teacher. --The personality of the 
teacher is important in the : teaching of literature. De Sola 
Pintal/ recognizes the effect of the teacher's personality: 
"The teaching of literature requires special 
qualifications of personality, voice and expression ••• 
A successful teacher of literature must himself achieve 
the 'emancipation from fact ' of which Bertrand Russell 
writes in Education and the Social Order1 and must 
i7 R. Nance Stauffer, 11The ABC's of Enjoyment of Reading," 
Elementarr English Review, Vol. 23, January, 1946, p. 38. (As 
cited in Alfred Holman, "Development of Personal Taste and 
Appreciation through Literature, WDiscussion Guide for Teachers 
of English", National Council of Teachers of English, Chicago, 
1952, p. 59. 
gj Mildred Dawson and Marion Zollinger, Guiding La.~u.age Learning, 
World Book Company, Yonkers-on-Hudson, New York, 19 , p. 102. 
l/ Vivian DeSola Pinta, The Teaching of E~lish in Schools, 
MacMillan Company, London, 1948, p. 1.54-15 • -
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acquire the power of transmitting it. She must have a 
good voice and know how to read aloud effectively. A 
poem or prose passage read well to children may have a 
pemanent effect in liberating their imaginations; the 
same words read badly may close the door for ever on 
the great heritage of literature . The teacher also 
needs power to penetrate sympathetically into the minds 
of pupils and an understanding or their environment in 
order to choose properly the studies to which they can 
respond . " 
In discussing the qualities of a good teacher, Mac-
Clintoc~ feels that: 
"Every teacher should have in reserve a store of 
stories and poems, and beautiful passages from great 
masterpieces which he produces from time to time as a 
surprise to his class . '!'his is many times the most 
effective lesson possible -adding to the children's 
pleasure the deligpt of surprise, creating in them the 
impression of the inexhaustible supply of beautiful 
things, and testifying t o their teacher's own joy in 
the things he wants them to love . " 
In addition, MacClintoc~ states that a good teacher will 
try to do three things for her pupils . She will: 
1) "Allow and meet appropriately the child's native 
and instinctive interests and tastes; 
2) cultivate and direct t hem; and 
3) awaken in him new and missing interests and tastes . " 
Hube~ affirms this: "There are two things needed in 
the equipment of one who wishes to teach literature to children--
an understanding of children and a genuine appreciation of lit-
erature . " 
1/ Porter MacClintock, .22• ill•, p. 240. 
7f./ Ibid . ' p. 17 • J.l Mrrram Huber, ~· ill•' P• 4. 
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Standards ~ ! good book !! discussed £l various authori-
~.--According to Colby,!/ a good book is one that bas the 
following charaoteristicss 
a) A good central idea ••• Then when he plana his 
work, this central theme holds from the first paragraph 
to the last with everything else subordinate to it ••• 
b) definite appeal for the audience at which it is 
directed ••• 
c) originality of idea or indiTiduality of pre-
sentation ••• 
d) good writing ••• 
e) even, sure plot development, if it is a story. 
Careful, effective handling of lll8.terial1 if it is non-
fiction ••• 
f) adequate cbaracterization ••• The lack of this is 
especially evident in books tor younger children ••• 
g) motivation by the central characters. In 
children's books 1 this means that the children not onlT 
do the majority of action, but they carry it through ••• 
The triumph of the young characters must be of their own 
doing 1 or the self-identification of the reader and his 
final satisfaction on the book will be destroyed ••• 
h) an effective and appealing sense of humor ••• " 
McKe~/ further discusses the standards of a good book: 
1) "Each selection wst possess literary 11erit and 
content that is worth reading ••• 
2) Each selection must appeal to the child's im-
mediate interests ••• 
3) Each selection must be interesting in its own 
right ••• 
4) The selections to be used must cover a wide 
range ••• 
5) Different forms of reading materials are neces- 1 
sar.r to permit the carrying on of important types of 
lessons or activities in literature ••• 
6) The array of books offered must be kept up to 
date ••• " 
!/ Jean P. Colby1 The Children's Book Field1 Pellegrini and 
Cudahy, New York, 1m, pp. 7-io7 -
gf Paul McKee, The Teaching of ReadiM! in the Elementary School, 
Houghton MifflinCompaiJ3'1 Cambridge,s'Sachusetts, 1948; P• 565-
567. 
1/ 
The authors of NChildren 1 s Books fl"' state: 
"We asked ourselves first, which or the old books, 
the so-called children's classics, should each new gen-
eration of children be exposed to, and approximately 
what age? Second, which of the recent books show signs 
of possessing not only literary distinction but permanent 
child appeal? Rereading books for children over a per-
iod of several years we weighed them for certain quali-
ties. 
First, we asked, is the book ifod literature? That 
is, does the tert stand up of itse , regardless of il-
lustrations? 
Has it distinction or theme and style? 
Second, we asked, does the book make a significant 
contribution to child's wisdo 1 or merriment, or appre-
ciation of beauty? The book should broaden the child's 
horizons, give him new sympathies and understanding, de-
epen his insight into human relationships. Most good 
stories p;-ovide him with clear standards of right and 
wrong, show him the conflicts and the ethics of human 
behavior. 
Finally, we asked, does the book have child appeal? 
This appeal may be obvious and instantaneous 1 upon 
first readings or hearing, or its hold on the children 
may develop slowly, only after several hearings." 
Classroom provisions ~ ~ development £! taste !2£ 
good literature.--
In the teaching of literature, McKe~ cites three pro-
visions necessary for developing a taste for good reading ma-
terial. 
1) "No teacher can hope to achieve the basic 
purpose in teaching children's literature unless the 
needed reading matter is available for the use of her 
pupils. 
2) It is imperative that children's literature be 
y May Arbuthnot, Margaret Clark, Edna Horrocks, Harriet Long, 
Cnildren's Books, The Press of western Reserve University, 1948, 
p. 64. !/ Paul McKee, The Teaching of Reading ~ the Elementar1 School, 
~· .£!!., pp. 5~56. 
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taught in such a way that the child experiences 
whatever a given study or poem has to tell. This 
means that the teaching or use of a selection must 
center upon helping the pupils to live the incidents, 
see the sights, hear the sounds, and to feel the 
feelings presented in the selections. Only when 
teachers realize that a given selection was written 
to be experienced by the reader am that instruction 
mast move continually toward that experiencing can 
there be hope that children will learn to like to 
read excellent writing and will si ultaneously de-
velop prejudice against cheap and shoddy writing. 
3) Methods of instruction which prevent or keep the 
pupil from experiencing what a story or poem has to say 
must be eliminated. Procedures which require the class 
to memorize unliked or unexperienced poems, authors 
names, and the names of their writings, and to study such 
matters as style, and the development of plot, the mechani-
cal construction of poetry and the lives of authors are 
of questionable value ••• study and analysis of literature 
materials should be permitted only if they add to the 
child's appreciation and enjoyment. The point of view 
that children 1 s literature is reading matter to be read 
and enjoyed, not subject matter to be studied, or infor-
mation retained, is essential to effective teaching." 
Further, in the effective teaching of literature, 
Husbands!/ stresses the following important consideration: 
a) "How can children's literature be used to create 
a life-long interest in reading? 
b) Which books best promote this end? 
c) How can these books be found and used?" 
In their lengthy treatise on language learning, Dawson 
and Zollinge~/ stress the following considerations necessary 
for developing an abiding interest in excellent reading material: 
"To awaken new interests, to enhance the desirable 
old one, and to influence children's choices in reading 
!/ Kenneth Husbands, Teaching Elementary 'School SUbjects, 
~· cit., p. 132. 
~ Mildred Dawson and Marion Zollinger, ~· cit., p. 102. 
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c materials, certain considerations must be kept in mind: 
1) Thezeading proficiency and general maturity of the 
individual children to be served should govern the reading 
program. For anT one class, there will be a considerable spread 
in maturity, which will necessitate a wide variety of materials. 
2) The number, kind and quality of the books that are 
made available will largely determine the tastes and interests 
of young readers . 
3) The conditions under which reading takes place should 
be favorable . The children should be comfortably seated; the 
lighting should be good; the general atmosphere should be happy 
and inf onnal . 
4) Materials in books should be partially familiar; 
that is, the child should already have a background of exper-
iences, actual and vicarious, that ~11 enable hi to interpret 
and enjoy the books made available to him. 
5) Books characterized by dramatic, swiftly moving 
action and suspense are likely to attract real interest." 
McKee!/ discusses various general principles related to 
classroom procedure in the teaching of literature. 
1) "In all classroom activities in literature the 
fundamental purpose of the realization of experience 
must be used as the basis for selecting appropriate 
procedures . Those techniques, methods, and materials 
which help the child to feel the experience of the poem 
or story must be utilized ••• 
2) Consequently, the approach to literature must 
never be analytical or critical ••• Of course this means 
that literature is to be approached in a recreational 
attitude, and not as a matter of study or work • •• 
3) Literature likewise muat not be approached as 
information to be remembered . • 
4) The teacher ••• should keep a record of difficul-
ties occurring in literature and take steps toward 
their eradication through the program in the work types 
of silent or oral reading • •• 
5) Clearly there is no place in the elementary 
school for the study of such matters as style, structure, 
and the development of plot ••• 
6) In connection with the teaching of poetry or 
prose in the elementary school, there is no reason to 
insist upon the inculcation of facts as to dates and 
sources ••• 
g Paul McKee, ~eS~gng ~ Literature .!!! the Elementary School, 
£2• ~., pp. 51 - • 
D 7) This does not mean, however, that background 
should not be constructed preliminary to the reading or 
hearing of a literary selection. Such a background must 
necessarily be concrete and possess vivid reality. 
8) There should be no questioning or quizzing or 
the children by the teacher concerning what has been 
read ••• 
9) The idea that the child must catch a "moral" 
!rom exposure to a given poem or prose selection needs 
to be discouraged. 
10) Linked closely to the matter of a "moral" in 
literature is the teacher's use of a story or poem as a 
vehicle for expounding personal themes, doctrines ••• 
11) It should be clear, too, that the elementary 
school is no place for emphasis upon such factors as 
character of theme study ••• 
12) In the writer's opinion, every attempt should 
be made to secure considerable memorization of poetry, 
even among kindergarten and first-grade children, but 
at the same time such memorization must never be forced 
or assigned ••• The teacher must make a poem so real and 
pleasant to the child that he want s to memorize it ••• 
13) ••• The teacher may frequently encourage at-
tention to by-paths making certain that these allusions 
represent concrete perceptions in the child's exper-
ience, and are related directly to re-experiencing the 
material read ••• 
14) It is very important that everything be done to 
expose the child to ·a wide variety of good literature ••• 
15) ·_ Book reports represent one of the most import-
ant activities for the literature program ••• 
16) No program in literature can be complete with-
out provision for creative production of verse and 
prose by children who possess the necessary equipment 
with which to do such work . 
17) A considerable amount of poetry to be taught 
should be sung to music whenever such is available. 
18) Likewise some of the literature taught should 
be dramatized. 
19) ••• Tests in literature should be concerned not 
at all with the discovery of how much the child knows 
about a poem, a story, or an author and his books ••• It 
should seek rather to stimulate the realization of ex-
perience in the selection ••• being considered ••• 
20) ••• Whatever discussion should center around 
only the main points, and all questions asked ought to 
be thought-provoking ••• 
21) Any reasonably complete program in literature 
must acquaint children with the various sources to 
which they can turn to come in in contact with good things 
to read •• •" 
D 
Children• s Interests In Literature 
Factors influencing children's reading interests.--
There are many factors which intluence children's reading 
interests . Norvell!/ states: 
"Factors infLuencing literary selections are: 
1 . Sex 
2. · Age or maturit,-
3. Intelligence 
4. Special interest factors (adventure, humor, 
etc. ) 
5. The classroom situation 
6. The teaching methods used 
1. Community influence" 
Dawso~ adds other factors to this list. He claims 
that the number, kind, and quality of books available to the 
child exerts an influence on his interest . The ·child should 
have favorable conditions for reading . Dawson states that 
the atmosphere should be informal and comfortable. The child 
is more likely to be attracted by books which are dramatic 
and have swift moving action. 
The sex of the child ranks high in the list of factors 
which determine his chouces of books . Norve111/ maintains 
that there are frequent crucial differences between boys' and 
girls' tastes in literature. 
!/ George Norvell, ~ Reading Interests ~ Young People, D. c. 
Heath and Company, Boston, 1950, p. 14. 
sJ Mildred A. Dawson, Teaching Language ,!!! ~ Grades, World 
Book, New York, 1951, p. 74. 
'JI George Norvell, What Boys~ Girls~ to~' Silver 
Burdett Company, Morr.ritown, N. J .~9, p. 179. 
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"Even where there is considerable correspondence 
in both interests, the divergencies are important. 
Girls are as enthusiastic as boys about animal stories, 
but they reject most stories of savage wild animals or 
grim adventure. Both are receptive to tales of the 
supernatural but boys are more so. 
Concerning sentiments, there are varied reactions 
••• boys approve of courage, heroism, hut are un!avora 
ably disposed to self-sacrifice. G~lR favor romantic 
love, boys disapprove. Sex is a significant factor 
in children's choices in reading as early as the third 
grade." 
The books selected by children are also influenced by 
by their socio-economic background. This cultural factor is 
discussed in a study made by the California E~ementary School 
Principal's Association!/. 
"Boys and girls from a high socio-economic back-
ground reveal more discrimination in their expressed 
reading interests, and evince a greater enthusiasm for 
exciting adventure than pupils from a neighborhood of 
poor economic and c~ltural status. The latter boys 
and girls show stronger interests in informative se-
lections and stories of familiar and everyday experi-
ences than the former group. The pupils of the 
poorer environment reveal a pattern of development of 
reading tastes that lags behind that found among the 
more fortunately situated children. Interests in 
stories of hobbies and recreation is specialized not 
only between the sexes but also to a considerable ex-
tent between the pupils of different schools. These 
and other differences are much less pronounced among 
pupils in the third grade than among older children." 
Husband~adds another factor to those already men-
tioned, "In the sixth grade, the child tends to read the 
books that are being passed around by the children ••• comic 
books, "Nancy Drew" m,rsteries and the like." 
y The California Elementary School Principal's Association, 
'Children 1 s Interests: Elementary School ~~ Twelfth Year-
book, 1940. News Publishing Co., Sacramento, California, 
p. 100. 
~ Kenneth L. Husbands, Op. Cit., p. 134. 
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Rankinl/ emphasizea still another facet: 
ttin the theater the play's the thing and in fiction 
for young adolescents the story's the thing. The format 
of the book is important only so far as it gives clues to 
the character of the story. A book may be drab in color, 
long, and comparatively difficult to read, but if it is a 
story about nursing for girls, a story bout adventures 
in flying for boys, or one of the several other popular 
themes, it is apt to attract the attention of many ado-
lescents . One simple, black and white line drawing that 
supports the title and theme in the nature of its content 
may be sufficient illustration. " 
What children read -- The California Elementary Sehool 
Principal's AssociationY st'tXiy resulted in this list of the 
types of stories read by tbe children in their order of pref-
erence. 
l) Made up stories of exciting things 
2) Stories about games 
3) Stories that ell how we should act and what we 
should do and 
4) True stories of things people haYe done 
5) Stories of things which happen every day 
6) Stories about the lives of people 
7) Stories of things people do in their spare time 
8) Make believe st ories 
9) Stories about animals 
10) Stories of other lands 
11) Stories that el ll about things 
12) Styles and kind of story writing 
13) Stories that tell you how things look" 
Jordan2/ conducted a survey on the outside reading done 
i(_ Marie Rankin, Children' s Interests in Library Books of 
lotion, Bureau of PUblications, Teacher's College, Columbia 
University, New York, 1944, p. 139 . 
!/The California Elementary School Principal's Association, 
op. Cit . P• 31. JJ Arthur M. Jordan, Children's Interest in Reading, Bureau 
of Publications, Teachers College, Columbia University, 
New York, 1921, P• 88-89. 
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by children and found the following to be true of the selec-
tions made by boys: 
"l) Boys choose books and magazines of adventure 
most frequently of all, (i.e. such books as the Call of 
the Wild, The Boy Scout Series, and Treasure Island.) 
2) Boys are interested in the popUiar presenta-
tion of scientific subjects. 
3) Second only to this enormous interest in ad-
venture is that in fiction. 
4) Humor receives 3 per cent o.f' the total choices. 
5) Interest in books of biography, history, poetry, 
and information is small • • less than four percent of the 
total number of choices. 
6) The number o.f' points in travel and science is 
less than one percent. 
7) Magazines concerned with current events receive 
nine percent of the total choices of boys for magazines; 
woman• s arts., six percent; nature, four percent; humor, 
.f'our percent; and pictures, two percent." 
Jordan!! came to the following conclusions regarding the 
outside reading done by girls: 
"l) Girls choose magazines and books of fiction far 
more frequently than they do any other type. 
2) Again Little Women leads the list o.f' popular 
books for girls in the two cities. Polyanna leads the 
corresponding list of another while !n~rl o.f' the 
Li.mberlost occurs in all four of the-live most popular 
books for girls." ' 
Types of literature which are popular in one generation 
may well be liken in the generation to follow. HuberS/ states: 
ttin the last thirty years, a number of carefully 
controlled, experimental studies o.f' children's interests 
have been made and basically there has been a striking 
simi.lari ty in the results o.f' these studies. Particular 
titles rated high in preference have varied, but the kinds 
of literature best liked by children have reamined constant. 
y Ibid. 1 P• B9. y Miriam B. Huber, Op.Cit., P• 13. 
------·---
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Indeed, many of the same titles appear again and again 
in the experiments conducted a good many years apart; 
for example The Adventures of Tom Sawy~r and Little 
Women rank high in controlled experiments carried out 
~two different generations of children." 
ghildren's interests often disregarded --Parents and 
teachers often disregard a child's interest in reading. 
Rankin!/ maintains: 
"A child's potential interest in book reading may 
be blocked or destroyed by the insistence of adults 
that he read books which he does not find interesting. 
Of Newbery Medal books, higbly evaluated by publishers, 
book reviewers, and librarians are overlooked 1 ignored 1 
and neglected by children, little actual contribution 
is made to children's literature. A good book well 
loved by older children, acclaimed by their elders and 
awarded the Newbert Medal llight do much to preserve the 
older child's interest in reading." 
Need for guidance -- Children need guidance to aid them 
in their selection of books. Witt,3/ states: 
"It will readily be granted that children need 
guidance, encouragement, and experience in choosing 
from a variety of materials in order to grow increas-
ingly competent in making independent selections of in-
dividuallY appropriate books. When such conditions are 
provided, children's choices in books may be found to be 
superior to or different from those found by compiling 
the titles of books cheeked out of the public library." 
GrayJ/ declares: 
"During ~ent decades there has been an increasing 
!f. Marie L. Rankin, Op.Cit., P• 4. y Paul Witty, ReadiJ?.g in Modern Education, D. c. Heath and Co., 
Boston, 19491 p. 107 . 3/ William s. Gray, "Challenge Faced in Promoting Desirable 
Reading Interests," Teaching in the Elementary School, Lester 
Crow, 4l:tce Craw, and Walter Murray, Editors, Longmans1 Green 
and Compaqy1 New York, 19611 p. 105. 
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effort by teachers to promote wide reading interests and 
to cultivate preference for reading materials of superior 
quality •••• That much remains to be achieved is evidenced 
by both surv y s of reading interest and by the deep 
concern of parents concerning the small amount and the 
unsatisfactory quality of personal reading in which 
their children engage. 
Children often reject guidance -$ Various authors feel 
that children have strong likes and dislikes in reading and often 
rebel against guidance . Hazard~/ is one of the authors who 
supports this point ot view. 
"Children defend themselves 1 I tell you. They mani-
fest at first a degree ot inertia that resists the live-
liest attacks; finally they take the offensive and ex-
pel their false friends from the domain in which they 
wish to remain the rulers . 
Nothing is done to create a common opinion among 
them, and ret that opinion exists . They would be 111'lolly 
incapable ot defending the faults that displease them; 
but they cannot be made to believe that a book which 
displeases them should please them. Whatever their 
differences may be as to age, sex, or social position, 
they detest with common accord disguised sermons, h)-
pocritical lessons, irreproachable little boys and girls 
who behave with more docility than their dolls . It 1s 
as though •••• they brought into the world with a spon 
taneous hatred of the insincere and the false. The 
adults insist, and the children pretend to yield. We 
overpower them; they rise up again. Thus does the 
struggle continue, in which t he weaker will triumph." 
y Paul Hazard, Books Children and Men, The Hom Book, Inc. 
Boston, 1947, p. 49. 
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Children's Book Lists 
This discussion concerning children's book lists included 
listings of the various types of books that have been written 
to meet the ,many and varied interests of children. Since these 
listings are very often similar1 this study will mention each 
type of book but once. 
The American Library ~ssociation!/ suggests that child-
ren 1s books may be classified in the following ways: 
First Songs 
Rhymes 
Picture Books 
Picture Story Books 
Folk and Fairy Tales 
Tall Tales 
Myths 
Legends 
Fantasy 
Funny Books 
Story about Animals 
Mystery 
Adventure 
Indians 
Historical Fiction 
Other Lands and People 
Growing Up Interests 
Gre~t Tales 
Important People 
Great Events 
Special Days 
Hobbies 
Science 
The Arts 
Rhymes and Poetry 
Ways We Worship 
The American Library AssociationS/ further suggests: 
Verse Books 
Y The American Library Association1 Let 1 s Read Together: Book 
for Family Enjolffient, Chicago, 19601 pp. 1-96. ----~ American Library Association1 The Right Book for the Right 
Child1 John Day Company1 New York, 19331 pp. 1-389. 
-
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From ArbuthnoJ/ the following types of' books are noted: 
Hero Tales 
Fables 
Realism 
Nonsense 
Inlormation Books 
Ballads 
Story-Poems 
Epics 
Biographf 
Eato~ suggests the following categories: 
Prehistoric Times 
Ancient Civilization . 
The Middle Ages 
Plats 
Sports 
Marionettes and Puppets 
Architecture 
Colburnl! feels that books can be classified in the following 
manner: 
History 
Geographr 
Travel 
Invention 
Field~ adds other wats to classify books~ such a : 
Morals and Manners 
CultU11t 
Patrioti•m 
Economics 
Industries 
Occupations . 
Amusements 
Handicrafts 
Essays 
!/May Hill Arbuthnot4 Children and Books, Scott, Foresman and Company~ New York, 19 71 pp. 1-626. ~Anne Thaxter Eaton, Treasure and Tald.~, Vicld..ng Press, 
ew York, 1957 (revised ed!tion), pp. 1- 2. 
~Evangeline Colburn, The Library for Intermediate Grades, 
niversity of' Chicago, Chicago, 1930~ pp. 1-150. 
r 
~Walter Taylor Field, A Guide to Literature f'or Children, 
inn and Company, Boston, 192S, PP• l-2S7. 
--
D Harrington!/ takes a different approaoh and classifies 
books aooording to areas and the things that they are noted 
for, suoh as follows: 
Areas 
Arizona 
Arkansas 
Louisiana 
New Mexico 
Oklahoma 
Texas 
SUbject Headin~s 
Cotton 
Floods 
Mountain Lite 
Indian Crafts 
Hube~ presents a somewhat similar list as the others, 
but she subdivides folk tales in the following way: 
Folk Tales 
---
English 
Amerioan 
Arabian 
East Indian 
French 
German 
Greek 
Norse 
Strang1/ a~ds several _.:_."- tTP s of books that may be 
added to the various types of books suoh as: 
Aviation 
Family Life 
Humor 
Short Stories 
g P. Mildred Harrington, The Southwest in Children's Books, 
Louisiana State University Press, Baton ROuge, Louisiana, 
1952, PP• 1-124. 
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books: 
Adams!~ suggests the following ways to classify children's 
Alphabet Books and MOther Goose Rhymes 
Children's Magazines 
American Life 
Around the World 
Fantasy and Fun 
Special Interest 
Folk Lore 
Early American. 
Nature 
Religious Books 
Arbuthno~ suggests typical Bible Stories that children 
might read • 
Penne~ feels that children read books which may be 
classified as books about the Universe and Classics. 
FraruJ!I feels that reference books are another type that 
should be included in the classification of children's litera-
ture. 
Foreign language books are considered an essential part 
of children's literature by the American Library AssociatioJI. 
~ Bess Porter Adams, Op.Cit. PP• 1-573. Y May Hill Arbuthnot, et. al, Children's Books: Too Good t o 
Miss: The Press of Western Reserve University, 1956 edition, 
pp. 1-64. 
3/ Phyllis Fenner, The Proof of the Puddi~: What Children 
lead 1 The Joyn Day Company, New York, 195~ PP• 1-246. 
1!7'Josette Frank, Your Child's Reading Today, Doubleday, Doran 
and Company, Inc . Garden tHty, New YOrk, 1954, pp. 1-328. Zf American Library Association, Graded Lists of Books for 
Children, Chicago, 1947, PP• 1-142. 
1 
The Joint Committee of American Library Association!/ 
includes books about romance in its classification. 
Books about games are included in the list of classifi-
cations of the National Council of Teachers of Englisb5/. 
Realistic Sotries are included in the list prepared by 
HollowelJ.l/ • 
Ru~ lists manr books according to a subject index. 
From all the sources the following alphabetical clas• 
sitication emerges: 
Adventure 
Alphabet Books and Mother Goose Rhymes 
American Lite 
Amusements 
Ancient Civilization 
Architecture 
Around the World 
Aviation 
Ballads 
Bible Stories 
BiographT 
Children's Magazines 
Classics 
Cotton 
Culture 
Earl.r American 
.Economics 
Epics 
Essay 
Fable 
Family Lite 
'!J Joint CoiiUTdttee of the American Library Association, By Wal 
of Introduction, Chicago, 1947, pp. 1-142. 
2/ National Council of Teachers of English, Adventuring With 
~ooks, Chicago, 1950, pp. 1-115. ----j/ Lillian Hollowell, Children's Literature, Rinehart and Co., Inc., 
New York, 1950, pp. 1-697. 
4/ Eloise Rue, Subject Index to Books for Intermediate Grades, _ 
~1 
D Fantasy 
Fantasy and Fun 
First Songs 
Floods 
Folk and Fairy Tales 
Folklore 
Folk Tales 
American 
Arabian 
East Indian 
Engli•h 
German 
Greek 
Norse 
Foreign Language 
Funny :Books 
Games 
Geography 
Geographical Areas 
Great Events 
Great Tales 
Growing Up Interests 
Handicraft• 
Hero Tales 
History 
Historical Fiction 
Hobbies 
Humor 
Important People 
Indiana 
Indian Cratts 
Indust ries 
Information Books 
Invention 
Legends 
Marionettes and Puppets 
Morals and Manners 
Mountain Lite 
Mystery 
Myths 
Nature 
Nonsense 
Occupations 
Other Lands and People 
·-
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Patr iotism 
Picture Books 
Pict ure Story Books 
Plays 
Prehistoric Times 
I Reali ll Realistic Stories Reference Books I Rhymes 
Rhymes and Poetry 
Romance 
Science 
Short Stories 
Special Days 
Special Interest 
Sports 
Stories about Animals 
Story-Poems 
Tall Tales 
Travel 
The Arts 
The Middle A.ges 
Universe 
Verse 
Ways We Worship 
The remainder of the book lists present similar classifi-
cations. Therefore, these books will be listed only in t he 
bibliography. 
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CHAPTER III 
PROCEDURE 
The purpose of this study is to ascertain the independent 
reading selections of pupils at t he intermediate grade level. 
Construction of forms -- In order to eonduct this survey 
of reading preferences, a questionnaire was constructed con-
sisting of an envelope containing seven index cards . The en-
velope measured six inches by nine inches . The seven index 
cards contained in each envelope- -one index card for each 
week of the survey--measured seven inches by five inches, and 
were nonstructured as far as stimulus is concerned, thus pro-
viding the subject with a greater measure of freedom in his 
response . Following this page is a sample of the envelope and 
the index card used in this study. 
Teacher and pupil participation in the study -- One ev-
velope containing seven index cards was dis tributed to each 
pupil . On the envelope, the pupil was asked to fill in the 
following personal data: name, age , sex, father's occupation, 
mother's occupation, sehool, city, state, and grade. The 
teacher was requested to indicate on the envelope the reading 
level and intelligence quotient, if available . 
Each week of this survey t he pupil was requested to in-
dicate , on the index card, the number of the week along with 
the title of the book, author, publisher, number of pages, and 
3~-
. 
1 
Week Number 
We are trying to find out what books you arc reading 
outside of school - library books, books borrowed from 
friends, in fact, any books which were not assigned by your 
teacher. 
Fill out the form below and check ( V) whether you 
liked or disliked the book. 
Title : 
Author: 
Publisher: 
Number of Pages: 
Liked Disliked Neither 
Title: 
Author: 
Publisher: 
Number of Pages: 
Liked Disliked Neither 
Title: 
Author: 
Publisher: 
Number of Pages: 
Liked Disliked Neither 
Title: 
Author: 
Publisher: 
Number of Pages: 
Liked Disliked Neither 
Title: 
Author: 
Publisher: 
Number of Pages: 
Liked Disliked Neither ) 
Title: 
Author: 
Publisher: 
Number of Pages: 
Liked Disliked ( Neither 
whether he liked or disliked the book. Each index card in-
eluded directions for filling in the req~red information and 
six spaces for books selected during the week. 
Selection of population -- The questionnaires were dis-
tributed to six fourth, fifth, and sixth grade classrooms in 
the metropolitan Boston area . These classrooms w re randomly 
selected and repr sent five communities which encompass the 
total socio- economic range . The total population involved in 
this study nwnbered 68 boys and 89 girls; and one thou.Sand 
ninety- nine index cards and one hundred and fifty-seven en-
velopes were utilized . 
Selection of literary categories - - On the basis of the 
research conducted in the field of children's interests in 
literature , the following literary categories were selected . 
1 . Adventure 
2. American History 
3. Ancient Civilization 
4. Animal Stories 
5. Fables 
6. Family Life 
1. Famous People 
B. Fantasy and Fairy Stories 
9. Folk Tales 
10. History 
ll. Hobbie 
12. Indi ns and Cowboys 
13. Mystery 
14. Myths 
15. Nature 
16. Nonsense 
17. Occupations 
18. Other people and other l ands 
19. Pre-historic Times 
20. Rounces 
21. Science 
22 . Space-Universe 
23. Sports 
D 
r 
24. The Arts 
25. The Middle Ages 
26. United States 
27. Transportation 
28. Verse 
Use ot intelligence quotients -- The intelligence quo-
tients in this interest study were obtained from the teachers 
of the classes participating in the study. 
The total population was divided into three groups 
according to intelligence quotients--high, average, and low. 
It is hoped that a correlation between intelligence and the 
nature and breadth of interests--as indicated by the child's 
reading aelections,--might be revealed and measured. The in-
telligence quotient, as related to the quality and quantity ot 
the reading selections o£ each pupil, provided information 
relevant to the building and functioning of a well-balanced 
reading program in the individual classroom. 
Use of reading level -- It was hoped that this interest 
study may reveal a definite correlation, positive or negative, 
between the reading level of the individual child and the 
nature of his experiences in independent reading. 
CHAPTER IV 
Analysis ot Data 
It was the purpose ot this study to determine personal 
reading preferences of children in the intermediate grades . 
In examining the total nu.mber of books read it was found 
that the highest chosen category was Adventure with 414 books 
read . This constituted 37 . 8% ot the total books. The second 
highest category was !ninsal Stories with 133 books read 1 thus 
constituting 12. 2% ot all books read . The third highest cate-
gory was Mystery with 100 books read . Thi s constituted 9 . 1%. 
The three lowest categories were Eables1 ~ths and 
Middle Ages with only one book read in each category. This 
constituted 0 . 1% of the total books read . 
For a more complete analysis the children were divided 
into quarters on the basis of intelligence quotients . 
The books read by the girls in t:Qe highest group were 
compared wi tb the books read by girls in the lowest group in 
order to determine whether the factor of intelligence effects 
the type of literature chosen. Each literary category was 
analyzed separately. 
·-------~------~------------ ------
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Table 1. A Tabulation of the Number of Books and Percentages Falling 
in Each Literary Category 
Boys Girls Total 
Categorl !lumber % Number % Number % 
Adventure 109 30.1 305 41.6 414 37.8 
Ancient Civilization 5 1.4 5 .7 10 .9 
Animal Stories 34 9. 4 99 13. 6 133 12.2 
A erican Hiatory 29 8.0 3 .L 32 2.9 
Cowbors and Indians 6 1.7 12 1.6 18 1.6 
Fables 0 o.o 1 .1 1 .1 
Family Life 1 .3 5 .7 6 .5 
Fa ous People 33 9.1 52 7.1 85 7.8 
Fantasy and Fairy Tales 9 2. 4 36 4.9 45 4.1 
Folk Tales 0 o.o 5 .7 , .5 
History 12 3.3 3 .4 15 1.4 
Hobbies 4 1.1 6 .8 10 .9 
Middle Ages 0 o.o 1 .1 1 .1 
Mystery 15 4.1 85 11.6 100 9.1 
Myths 1 . 3 0 o.o 1 .1 
Nature 5 1. L 9 1.2 14 1.3 
Nonsense 2 . 6 10 1.4 12 1.1 
Occupations 2 .6 L .5 6 .5 
Other People & Other Lands 11 3.0 29 4.0 40 3.7 
Prehistoric Times 4 1. 2 2 .3 6 .5 
Romance 0 o.o 4 .5 4 .4 
Science 21 5 .8 16 2.2 37 3.4 
Space and Universe 21 5.8 4 .5 25 2.3 
Sports 13 3.6 2 .3 15 1.4 
The Arts 1 . 3 2 .3 3 .3 
Transportation 6 1.7 1 .1 7 .6 
United States 12 3. 3 11 1.5 23 2.1 
Verse 2 . 6 2 .3 4 .4 
Miscellaneous 3 .9 19 2.6 22 2.0 
Totals 361 100% 733 100% 1094 100% 
-
No books were read by girls in the upper and lower 
quarters in the following categories: Folk Tales, History, 
MYths, and Sports. Therefore, it was impossible to derive 
a critical ratio for the1e classitieations. 
Tables were not presented for the following categories 
as there was no difference in percentage of books read between 
the upper and lower quarters: Ancient Civilization, Hobbies, 
and Nonsense. 
The tables for Fables and the Middle Ages were not in-
eluded, as only one book was read in both categories through-
out this study, and the critical ratio derived would not represent 
a true statistically significant difference. 
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Table 2 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category or Adventure 
Statistic Girls in Upper Quarter 
Number of girls 
Number of books read 
in Adventure 
Percentage of total number 
of books read in Adventure 
S. E. 2 
nur. 
s. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
22 
96 
.31 
.008464 
Girls ~ ~ Quarter 
22 
6o 
.20 
.006400 
.11 
.122 
.902 
The difference in percentage of books read in the categor.y 
of Adventure is 11% in favor of the Oirl in the Upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio or .902 is not statistically significant. 
·-
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Table 3 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Animal Stories 
Statistic Girls ~ Upper Quarter 
Number of girls 
Number of books read 
in Animal Stories 
Percentages of total 
number of books read 
in Animal Stories 
3 . B. 2 
DU'f. 
S. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
22 
22 
.22 
.oo6889 
Q!!:!! in Lower Quarter 
22 
23 
.23 
.007056 
.o1 
.118 
.084 
The difference in percentage of books read in the catego17 
of Animal stories is 1% in faYor of the Girls in the Lower Quarter. 
The critical ratio of .o84 is not statistically significant. 
t 
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Table 4 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of American Hist ory 
statistic 
Number of girls 
~ in Upper Quarter 
22 
Number of books read in 
American History 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in American History 
2 S. E. 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Di.tf. 
C. R. 
1 
. 33 
.008836 
Girls .,!!! Lower Quarter 
22 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
.33 
.004 
3.510 
The difference in percentage of books in the category of 
American History is 33% in faTor of the Girls in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 3.510 is statistically significant in favor 
of the upper quarter of girls . 
-
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Table 5 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Cowboys and Indians 
Statistic Girls ~ Ugper Quarter 
Number of girls 
Number of books read 
in Cowboys and Indians 
Percentage of total number 
of books read in 
Cowboys and Indians 
2 s. E. 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
22 
2 
.17 
.005625 
Girls in Lower Quarter 
22 
6 
.010000 
.33 
.125 
2.640 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Cowboys and Indians is 33% in favor of the Girls in the Lower 
Quarter. The critical ratio of 2.640 is statistically significant 
in favor of the lower quarter of girls . 
--
Table 6 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Family .Life 
Statistic Girls ~ Upper Quarter 
Number of girls 22 
Number of books read in 
Family Life 4 
Percentage of total number 
of books read in Family Life .80 
2 S. E. .006400 
Diff. 
S. E. 
Dif.t. 
c. R. 
Girls ,!!! Lower Quarter 
22 
1 
.20 
.006400 
.6o 
.113 
5.310 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
o.t Family Life is &:$ in favor of the Girls in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 5.310 is statistically significant in favor 
of the upper quarter of girls. 
-
Table 7 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Famous People 
Statistic Gi rls ~ Upper Quarter 
Number of girls 
Number of books read 
in Famous People 
Percentage of total number 
22 
20 
of books read in Famous People . 38 
2 
s. E. .009409 
Ditf . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
.Q!!:!! in Lower Quarter 
22 
12 
.24 
.007225 
.14 
.129 
1.085 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Famous People is 14% in favor of the Girls in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 1.085 is not statistically significant. 
-
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Table 8 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lover Quarter 
In the category of Fantasy and Fairy Tales 
Statistic Girls !g gpper Quarter 
22 
Girls in Lower Quarter 
Number of girls 
Number of books read 
in Fantasy and F$iry 
Tales 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Fantasy and Fairy 
Tales 
10 
22 
ll 
.31 
~ 
s. E. 2 
.28 
.008100 .008464 
Diff'. . 03 
s. E. .129 
Dif't. 
c. R. · .• !32 
The difference in percentage of' books read in the categor.r of 
Fantasy and Fairy Tales is 3% in favor of the girls in the Lower 
-l j 
Quarter. The critical ratio of . 232 is not statisticallY significant. 
D 
Table 9 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls 
in the Upper Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of }(rstery 
Statistic Girls !,a Upper Quarter Girls !.!! Lower Quarter 
Number of girls 
Number of books read 
in Myster.r 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in M.rstery 
2 S. E. 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
22 
28 
.33 
.008836 
22 
13 
.15 
.oo5oLl 
.18 
.118 
The difference in percentage of books read in tbe category 
of MYstery is 18% in favor of the Girls in the Upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 1.525 is not statisticallr significant. 
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Table 10 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Nature 
Statistic Q!!:!! in Upper Quarter 
Number of girls 
Number of books read 
in Nature 
Percentage of total number 
of books read in Nature 
2 S. E. 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
22 
5 
.56 
.009801 
Girls in Lower Quarter 
22 
3 
. 33 
. 008836 
. 23 
.136 
1.691 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Nature is 2.3% in favor in the Girls in the Upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 1. 691 is not statistically significant. 
-
Table 11 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Occupations 
Statistic Girls in Upper Quarter 
Number of girls 22 
Number of books read in 
Occupations 1 
Percentage of total number 
of books read in Occupations .25 
S. E.2 .007569 
Diff. 
S. E. 
Diff. 
c. R. 
Girls ~ Lower Quarter 
22 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
.25 
.087 
2.873 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Occupations is 25% in favor of the girls in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 2.873 is statistically significant in favor 
of the lower quarter of girls. 
-
Table 12 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Other People and Other Lands 
Statistic Girls ~ Upper Quarter 
Number of girls 
Number of books· read 
in Other People and 
Other Lands 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Other People and 
Other Lands 
S. E. 2 
Dif.f'. 
S.E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
22 
6 
.21 
.006561 
Girls in Lower Quarter 
22 
10 
.34 
.009025 
.13 
.125 
1.040 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Other People and Other Lands is 13% in favor of the Girls in the 
Lower Quarter. The critical ratio of 1.040 is not statistically 
significant. 
50 
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Table 13 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Prehistoric Times 
Statistic Girls in Upper Quarter 
Number of girls 
Number of books read 
in Prehistoric Times 
Percentage of total number 
of books read in 
Prehistoric Times 
s.E.2 
Diff. 
S. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
22 
0 
.o 
.oooooo 
Girls in Lower Quarter 
22 
1 
so 
.010000 
.50 
.100 
5.000 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Prehistoric Times is 50% in favor of the Girls in the Lower Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 5.000 is statistically significant in favor of 
the lower quarter of girls. 
OOSl"ON UNIVERSITY 
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Table 14 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Romance 
Statistic 
Number of girls 
Girls .!!! ~ Quarter 
22 
Number of books read 
in Romance 
Percentage of total number 
of books read in Romance 
2 S. E. 
Dif'f . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
1 
.25 
.007569 
Girls ~ ~ Quarter 
22 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
.25 
.087 
2.873 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Romance is 25% in favor of the Girls in the Upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 2.873 is statistically significant in favor of the 
upper quarter of the girls . 
52 
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Table 15 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Science 
Statistic ~ ,!.!! Upper Quarter 
Number of girls 
Number of books read 
in Science 
Percentage of total number 
of books read in Science 
2 S. E. 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
22 
1 
.LL 
. 009801 
Girls ,!.!! ~ Quarter 
22 
2 
.1.3 
. ooLL89 
. 31 
.120 
2.583 
The difference in percentage of books in the category of 
Science is 31% in favor of the Girls in the Upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio is statistically significant in favor of the upper 
quarter of girls . 
, 
·v , 
Table 16 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Space and Universe 
Statistic Girls ~ Upper Quarter 
Number of girls 
Number of books read 
in Space and Universe 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Space and Universe 
2 S. E. 
Ditf. 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
22 
1 
.25 
.007569 
Girls !e Lower Quarter 
22 
0 
.oo 
.000000 
.25 
.087 
. , 
2.873 
The difference in percentage of books read in the categor.r 
ot Space is 25% in favor of the Girls in the Upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 2.873 is statistically signiTicant in favor of 
the girls in the upper quarter. 
.54_ 
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Table 17 Comparison or percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter vi th Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category ot The Arts 
Statistic 
Number of girls 
Girls ~ Upper Qua~er 
22 
Number of books read 
in The Arts 
Percentage ot total 
number of books read 
in the Arts 
2 S. E. 
Dif't. 
S. E. 
C. R. 
Dif't. 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
Girl~ !!! Lower Quarter 
22 
2 
1.00 
.000400 
1.00 
.02 
5o.oo 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of The Arts in 100% in favor of the Girls in the Lower Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 5o.oo is statisticallT significant in favor of 
the lower quarter of girls. 
-
,, 
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Table 18 Comparison o! percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In category of Transportation 
Statistic Girls !a qpper Quarter 
Number o! girls 
Number or books read 
in Transportation 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Transportation 
s. E. 2 
Di!f. 
s. E. 
Ditr. 
C. R. 
22 
1 
1.00 
.000400 
Girls !g Lower Quarter 
22 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
1.00 
.020 
5o.oo 
The difference in percentage or books read in the category or 
Transportation is 100% in favor of the Upper Quarter or Girls. The 
critical ratio of 50.00 is statistically significant in favor of the 
the upper quarter or girls •• 
~- ---------------------------------- -
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Table 19 Comparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of United States 
Statistic Girls !!! Upper Quarter 
Number of girls 
Number of books read 
ip United States 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in United States 
s. E. 2 
Di:ff. 
S. E. 
Dif:f . 
C. R. 
22 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
Girls !!! Lower Quarter 
22 
8 
.73 
.007921 
.73 
.089 
8.202 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
the United States is 73% in :favor of the Girls in the Lower Q rter. 
The critical ratio of 8. 202 is statistical~ significant in favor of 
the lower quarter of girls. 
--
Table 20 Cwnparison of percentages of books read by Girls in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Veras 
Statistic Girls in Ueper Quarter 
Number of girls 
Number of books read 
in Verse 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Verse 
s. E. 2 
22 
0 
.oo 
.000000 
Girls in Lower Quarter 
--
22 
2 
1.00 
.ooohoo 
Diff . 1.00 
S. E. .020 
Diff. 
c. R. 5o.oo 
The dif.ferenc in percentages of books re in the category of 
Verse is 100% in .favor of the Girls in the Lower Quarter. The critical 
ratio o.f 5o.oo is statistically significant in .favor o.f the lover 
quarter of girls. 
5R 
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The books read by the boys in the highest group were 
compared with the books read by boys in the lowest group in 
order to determine whether the factor or intelligence effects 
the type or literature chosen. Each literary category was 
analyzed separately. 
No books were read by boys in the upper and lower quarters 
in the .following categories-~ncient Civilization, Fables, Family 
Lite, Folk Tales, Middle Ages, Romance, and The Arts. There-
fore, it was impossible to derive a critical ratio for these 
classifications. 
Tables were not presented tor the .following categories--
History, and Occupations-..as there was no difference in percentage 
between the upper and lower quarters . 
A table tor myths was not included, since only one book 
in the category was read throughout this study, and the critical 
ratio deriYed would not represent a true statistically significant 
difference. 
S9 
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Table 21 Comparison of percentages of books read b1 Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Boys in tbe Lower Quarter 
In the category of Adventure 
Statistic Boys ~ ~ Quarter 
Number of boys 
Number of books read 
in Adventure 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Adventure 
S. E.2 
Diff. 
S. E. 
Dif.t. 
C. R. 
17 
28 
.26 
.0077h4 
Boys !!! Lower Quarter 
17 
23 
.21 
.006$61 
.05 
.120 
.416 
The diff renee in percentage of books read in the category of 
Adventure is S% in favor of the Boy in the upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio of .416 is not statistically significant. 
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Table 22 Comparison o:t percentages of books read by Bots in the Upper 
Quarter with Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the category o:t Animal Stories 
Statistic Boys in Upper Quarter 
Number of boys 17 
Number of books read in 
Animal Stories 10 
Percentage o:t total number 
of books read in 
Animal Stories .29 
S. E.2 .008281 
Di:tf. 
S. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
Boys in Lower Quarter 
17 
8 
.24 
. 007225 
.o5 
.120 
.418 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Animal Stories is 5% in favor of the Boys in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of .418 is not statistically significant. 
--
Table 23 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of American History 
Statistic Boys .!!! Upper Quarter 
Number of boys 
Number of books read 
in American History 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in American History 
2 S. E. 
Diff. 
S. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
17 
16 
.55 
.010000 
Boys ,.!!! Lower Quarter 
17 
1 
.001156 
.52 
.105 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of American Histor,r is 52% in favor of the Boys in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 4.952 is statistically significant in favor of 
the upper quarter of boys. 
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Table 24 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Bo.rs in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Cowboys and Indians 
Statistic Boys,!!!~ Quarter 
Number of boys 
Number of books read 
in Cowboys and Indians 
Percentage of total number 
of books read in Cowboys 
and Indians 
• s. E. 2 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
17 
0 
.oo 
. 000000 
Boys in Lower Quarter 
17 
1 
.17 
.oo5625 
.17 
.075 
2.266 
The difference in percentage in the category of Cowboys 
and Indians is 17% in favor of the Boys in the Lower Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 2.266 is not statistically significant. 
--
Table 25 Comparison of' percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of' Famous People 
Statistic Boys in Upper Quarter 
Number of boys 
Number of books read 
in Famous People 
Percentage of total number 
of' books read in Famous 
People 
2 s. E. 
Diff. 
S. E. 
Di.ff. 
C. R. 
17 
9 
.27 
.007921 
Boys !!! ~ Quarter 
17 
4 
.12 
.004225 
.15 
.110 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Famous People is 15% in favor of the Boys in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 1.363 is not statistically significant. 
--
Table 26 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Fantasy and Fairy Tales 
Statistic Boys in Upper Quarter 
Number of boys 
Number of books read in 
Fantasy and Fairy Tales 
Percentage of total number 
of books read in 
Fantasy and Fairy Tales 
2 S. E. 
Diff. 
S. E. 
Dif'f. 
C. R. 
17 
7 
.78 
.oo6889 
Boys ,!!! ~ Quarter 
17 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
.78 
.083 
9.397 
Difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Fantasy and Fairy Tales is 78% in favor of the Boys in the Upper 
Quarter. The critical ratio of 9.397 is statistically significant 
lin favor of the upper quarter of boys. 
-
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Table 27 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter ~th Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Hobbies 
Statistic Boys !,!! Upper Quarter 
Number of boys 
Number of books read 
in Hobbies 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Hobbies 
2 S. E. 
Dift. 
s. E. 
Dif.t' . 
c. R. 
17 
2 
.50 
.010000 
Boys ~ Lower Quarter 
17 
0 
.oo 
.000000 
.100 
5.000 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category or 
Hobbies is 50% in favor of the Boys in the Upper Quarter. The criti-
cal ratio of' 5.000 is statistically significant in their favor. 
-
Table 28 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper Quarter with Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of M.rstery 
Statistic Boys !!! Upper Quarter 
Number of boys 
Number of books read 
in Mystery 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Mystery 
2 S. E. 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Dif'f. 
I c. R. 
17 
3 
. 20 
. 006400 
Boys !!:! Lower Quarter 
17 
.33 
.008836 
.13 
.125 
1.040 
The difference in percentage or books read in the category of 
Mystery is 13% in favor of the Boys in the Lower Quarter. The cri t i -
cal ratio of 1.040 is not statistically significant. 
--
Table 29 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Nature 
Statistic Boys !,!! Upper Quarter 
Number of boys 
Number of books read 
in Nature · 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Nature 
2 
s. E . 
Diff. 
S. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
17 
1 
.20 
.006400 
Boys !a Lower Quarter 
17 
2 
.40 
.20 
.126 
1.587 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
Nature is 20% in favor of the Boys in the Lower Quarter. The cri ti-
cal Tatio of 1.587 is not statistically significant. 
r...,g 
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Table 30 Comparison of percentag s of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Nonsense 
Statistic Boys ~ Upper Quarter 
Number of boys 
Number of books read in 
Nonsense 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Nonsense 
s . E. 2 
Diff . 
' 
s. E. 
Diff. 
c. R. 
17 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
Boys ~ Lower Quarter 
17 
2 
1.oo 
.000400 
1.00 
.020 
5o.oo 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Nonsense is 100% in favor of the Boys in the Lower Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 5o.oo is statistically significant in favor of 
the lower quarter of boys. 
Table 31 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Other People and Other Lands 
Statistic Boys .!.!! ~ guarter 
Number of boys 
Number of books read 
in Other People and 
Other Lands 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Other People and 
Other Lands 
s. E. 2 
Di.t'f . 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
17 
5 
Boys !!! ~ Quarter 
17 
3 
.27 
.007921 
.18 
.ll3 
1.52.5 
The difference in percentage of books read in the cateogr.r of 
Other People and Other Lands is 18% in favor of the Bo.rs in the Upper 
Quarter. The critical ratio of 1..52.5 is not stati.sticall.r significant. 
1 
Table 32 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter wi tb Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Prehistoric Times 
Statistic Boys in Upper Quarter 
Number of boys 
Number of books read 
in Prehistoric Times 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Prehistoric Times 
2 S. E. 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Di!f. 
c. R. 
17 
0 
.oo 
.000000 
Boys .!,!! Lower Quarter 
17 
2 
.5o 
.010000 
.50 
.100 
5.000 
The difference in percentage ot books read in the category of 
Prehistoric Times is SO% in favor of the Boys in the Lower Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 5.000 is statistically significant in favor of 
the lower quarter of boys. 
Table 33 Comparison of percentages of books read by Bors in the Upper 
Quarter with Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Science 
'. 
Statistic Boys !a Upper Quarter Bozs !a Lower Quarter 
Number of boys 
Nwnber of books read 
in Science 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Science 
2 s. E. 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff . 
c. R. 
17 
7 
. 33 
.ooBB36 
17 
1 
.o5 
. 001936 
. 28 
. 104 
2. 692 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Science is 28% in favor of the Boys i n the upper Quarter. The criti-
cal ratio of 2. 692 is statistically significant in favor of the upper 
quarter of boys. 
Table 34 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Space and Universe 
1-----------------
Statistic Bo1s ,!1! Upper Quarter 
Number of boys 
Number of books read 
in Space and Universe 
Percentage of total 
number of books 
read in Space and 
Universe 
2 
s. E. 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Diff. 
c. R. 
17 
11 
.52 
.010000 
Bo1s !.!! Lower Quarter 
17 
3 
.004761 
.121 
3.140 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Space and Universe is 38% in favor of the Bors in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 3.140 is statisticall1 significant in favor of 
the upper quarter of bors. 
Table 35 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter w:i th Bo.rs in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Sports 
Statistic Boys in Upper Quarter 
Number of boys 
Number of books read 
in Sports 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Sports 
2 s. E. 
Dif'f . 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
17 
4 
. 31 
. 008464 
Boys .!,!! Lower Quarter 
17 
1 
.oa 
.002916 
.23 
.lo6 
2.169 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Sports is 23% in favor of the Boys in the Upper Quarter. The criti-
cal ratio of 2.169 is not statistically significant. 
-
Table 36 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter 'Wi'th Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Transportation 
Statistic Boys in Upper Quarter 
Number of boys 
Number of books read 
in Transportation 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Transportation 
2 s. E. 
Diff. 
s. E. 
C. R. 
Dif:t 
17 
2 
. 33 
.oo8836 
Boys ,!a Lower Quarter 
17 
1 
.17 
.oo5625 
.16 
.120 
1.333 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Transportation is 16% in favor of the Boys in the Upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio is not statistically significant. 
Table 37 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of United States 
Statistic 
Number of boys 
Boys !!! !lEE!!: Quarter 
17 
Number or books read 
in United States 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in United States 
2 s. E. 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
3 
Boys £.!! Lower Quarter 
17 
.42 
.009801 
.17 
. 132 
1.287 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
the United States is 17% in favor ot the Boys in the Lower Quarter . 
The critical ratio ot 1.287 is not statistically significant. 
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Table 38 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Boys in the Lower Quarter 
In the categorr of Verse 
Statistic Boys in ~ Quart er 
Number of boys 
Number of books read 
in Verse 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Verse 
2 s. E. 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Ditf' . 
c. R. 
17 
1 
.5o 
. 010000 
Bo,ts !!! Lover Quarter 
17 
0 
.oo 
.000000 
.5o 
. 100 
5.000 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Verse is 50% in favor of' the Boys in the Upper Quarter. The critical 
ratio of' 5.000 is statisticall1 significant in favor of the upper 
quarter of boys. 
The books read by the total number of boys and girls in the 
upper quarter were compared with the total number of boys and girls 
in the lower quarter in order to determine whether the factor of 
intelligence effects the type of literature chosen. Each literary 
category was a lyzed separately. 
No books were read by the upper and lower quarters in the 
following categories--Fables and Falk Tales . 
Throughout this study, only one book was read in the category 
MYths, and the category Middle ges . The critical ratio derived 
would not represent a true •tatistically significant difference. 
·-
Table 39 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Adventure 
Boys ,!!!! Girls !!'! 
Statistic gpper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 39 
Number of books read 
in Adventure 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in AdTentu.re 
2 
s. E. 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Diff. 
c. R. 
124 
.30 
. 005329 
Boys~~_!!! 
Lower Quarter 
39 
83 
.20 
.004096 
.10 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Adventure is 10% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 1 . 030 is not statistically significant • 
• 
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Table 40 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls 
in the Upper Quarter wi. th Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Animal Stories 
Statistic 
Number of boys and 
girls 
Boys !!!2, Girls !.!! 
.!!Ee!!: Quarter 
39 
Number of books read in 
Animal Stories 32 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Animal Stories 
2 s. E. 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
~ 
. 004624 
Boys and Girls in 
Lower Quarter 
39 
31 
.23 
.004489 
.105 
, The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Animal S ries is 1% in favor of t he 6oys and Girls in the Upper 
Quarter. The critical ratio of .105 is not statistically significant. 
----
Table 41 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of American History 
Boys !!!! Girls ,!!! 
Statistic VPper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls .39 
Number of books read 
in American History 17 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in American History .5.3 
2 
S. E. .005041 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
~!!!!!Girls !!! 
--wwer Quarter 
-----
39 
1 
. 000784 
.50 
.076 
6. 578 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
American History is 50% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Upper 
Quarter. The critical ratio of 6.578 is statisticall.Y significant 
in favor or· ·the upper quarter of boys and girls . 
--·-
Table 42 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Cowboys and Indians. 
Boys !!!9, Q!!:!! ,!!! 
Statistic upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 39 
Number of books read 
in Cowboys and Indians 2 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Cowboys and Indians .u 
2 S. E. . 002500 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
Bozs !!!9, Girls .!,!! 
Lower Quarter 
39 
1 
.39 
.oo6o84 
.28 
.093 
3.010 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Cowboys and Indians is 28% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Lower 
Quarter. The critical ratio is 3.010 and is statistically signifi-
cant in favor of the lower quarter of boys and girls. 
----
Table 43 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Family Life 
Bo.rs !!'!!!. Girls 3a 
Statistic upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 39 
Number of books read 
in Family Life 5 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Fa~ Life .83 
2 S. E. . 003600 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
Boys !!!2, Girls !a 
Lower Quarter 
39 
1 
.16 
.003481 
.67 
.084 
7.976 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Family Life is 67% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 7.976 is statistically significant in favor of 
the upper quarter of boys and girls. 
-
Table 44 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girlsin 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Famous People 
Boys ~ Girls in 
Statistic ~ Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 39 
Number of books read 
in Famous People 29 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Famous People .34 
2 s. E. .005776 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
39 
16 
.19 
.003969 
.15 
.099 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Famous People is 15% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Upper 
Quarter. The critical ratio of 1.515 is not statistically significant. 
<4 
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Table 45 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Fantasy and Fairy Tales 
Statistic 
Number of boys and 
girls 
Number of books read 
39 
in Fantasy and Fairr Tales 17 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Fantasy and Fairy Tales .38 
S. E. 2 .006084 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
Boys ~ Girls l!! 
Lower Quarter 
39 
ll 
.24 
.004624 
.14 
.108 
1.296 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Fantasy and Fairr Tales is 14% in favor of the Bors and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter. The critical ratio of 1.296 is not statisticall1 
significant. 
Rt; ( . 
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Table 46 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls 
in the Upper Quarter ld. th Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Hobbies 
Boys and Girls in 
Statistic Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 39 
Number of books read 
in Hobbies 4 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Hobbies .~o 
2 S. E. .006084 
Boys and Girls in 
Lower Quarter 
39 
2 
.20 
.004096 
---------------------------------------------------------------
Diff. .20 
S. E. .101 
Diff. 
C. R. 1.980 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Hobbies is 20% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 1.980 is not statistically significant. 
Table 47 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter ~th Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of ~stery 
Boys ~ Girls in 
Statistic Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 39 
Number of books read 
in ~stery 31 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in MYstery . 31 
2 s. E. .005476 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
Boys ~ Girls ~ 
Lower Quarter 
-
39 
18 
.18 
.003844 
.13 
.096 
1.354 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of ~stery is 13% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 1.354 is not statistically significant. 
f ~7 
Table 48 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter wi. th Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Nature 
Boys ~ Girls .!!! 
Statistic Upeer Quarter 
Number or boys and 
girls 39 
Number of books read 
in Nature 6 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Nature . 42 
s. E. 2 .oo62Ll 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff . 
c. R. 
Boys and Girls ~ 
Lower Quarter 
-
39 
5 
.36 
.005929 
.o6 
.110 
.545 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Nature is 6% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of .545 is not statistically significant. 
SR 
- ..
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Table 49 Comparison of percentages of boo~s read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Nonsense 
Statistic 
Number of boys and 
girls 
Number of books read 
in Nonsense 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Nonsense 
s. E. 2 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
Boys and Girls in 
Upper Quarter-
39 
3 
. 004761 
39 
.42 
.006241 
.17 
.105 
1.619 
The difference in percentage of books in the category of 
Nonsense is 17% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 1.619 is not stat istically significant. 
1 
Table 50 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Occupations 
Statistic 
Number of boys and 
girls 
Number of books read 
in Occupations 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Occupations 
2 S. E. 
Dit.f. 
S. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
Boys ~ Girls .!,!! 
.!!EE!!: Quarter 
39 
l 
.17 
.0036oO 
Boys and ~ .!,!! 
Lower Quarter 
39 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
.17 
.o6o 
2.833 
The difference in percentage of books read in the categor,y 
of Occupations is 17% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Upper 
Quarter. The critical ratio of 2.833 is statistically significant 
in favor of the upper quarter of boys and girls. 
Table 51 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Other People and Other Lands. 
Ste.tistic 
Boys and Girls ~ 
Upper Quarter 
Number of boys . and 
girls 
Number of books read in 
39 
Other People & Other Lands 11 
Percentage of total number 
of books read in Other 
People and Other Lands .28 
2 
s. E. .oo5184 
Dilf. 
S. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
Boys !!!,!! Q!!!! in 
~ Quarter 
39 
13 
.32 
.005625 
.04 
.104 
.384 
The difference in per centage of books read in the category 
of Other People and Other Lands is 4% in favor of the Boys and Girls 
in the Lower Quarter. The critical ratio of .384 is not statistically 
significant. 
~ --------------------------------------
--
Table 52 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Prehistoric Times 
Statistic 
Number of boys and 
girls 
Number of books read 
in Prehistoric Times 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Prehistoric Times 
s. E. 2 
Dif'f . 
s. E. 
Dif:t . 
C. R. 
Boys and Girls in 
UpperQuarter-
39 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
Boys and Girls !!! 
Lower Quarter 
39 
3 
.5o 
.006400 
.5o 
.oao 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Prehistoric Times is 50% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the 
Lower Quarter. The critical ratio of 6.250 is statistically sig-
nificant. It is in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter. 
Table 53 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Romance 
Statistic 
Number of boys and 
girls 
Number of books read 
in Romance 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Romance 
2 s. E. 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Di:f'f . 
C. R. 
B WPand Girls in Quarter 
39 
1 
.25 
.004761 
Boys and~~ 
Lower Quarter 
39 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
.25 
. 069 
3.623 
The dif ference in percentage is 25% in the category of 
Romance in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 3.623 is statistically significant in favor of 
the upper quarter of the boys and girls . 
0'1 
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Table 54 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Science 
Boys and~ in 
Statistic Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 39 
Number of books read 
in Science 14 
Percent~ge of total 
number of books read 
in Science . 38 
s. E. 2 .006084 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
Boys ~ Girls in 
Lower Quarter 
39 
3 
.08 
.001849 
. 30 
.089 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Science is 30% in favor of t he Boys and Girls in the Upper Quarter . 
The critical ratio of 3.310 is statistically significant in favor of 
the upper quarter of boys and girls . 
Table 55 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of ~pace and Universe 
Statistic 
Number of boys and 
girls 
Number of books read in 
Space and Universe 
Percentage of total 
number of books read in 
Space and Universe 
2 S. E. 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
39 
12 
.48 
. oo6400 
Boys and Girls in 
Lower Quarter 
39 
3 
.12 
.002704 
.36 
.095 
3.789 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Space and Universe is 36% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the 
Upper Quarter. The critical ratio of 3.789 is statistically sig-
nificant in favor of the upper quarter of boys and girls. 
~~-~- 1 
Table 56 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Sports 
Statistic 
Number of bo.rs and 
girls 
Number of books read 
in Sports 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Sports 
S. E. 
2 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
Bols and ~ in 
UpPer Quarter 
39 
4 
.27 
.005041 
39 
1 
.07 
.001681 
. 20 
. 082 
2. 439 
The difference in percentage of books read in the categor.r 
of Sports is 20% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 2. 439 is not statistically significant. 
Qr' 
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Table 57 Comparison of percen~es of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the Category of The Arts 
Statistic 
Number of boys and 
girls 
Number of books read 
in The Arts 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in The Arts 
s. E.2 
Diff'. 
s. E. 
Dif'f' . 
C. R. 
Boys ~ Girls in 
Upper Quarter 
39 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
Boys ~ Girls in 
Lower Quarter 
39 
2 
.67 
.oo5625 
.67 
.075 
8.9.33 
The difference in percentage of books read in the catgory 
of The Arts is 67% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 8.933 is statistically significant in favor of' 
the lower quarter of boys and girls. 
-
Table 58 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Transportation 
Statistic 
Number of boys and 
girls 
Number of books read 
in Transportation 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Transportation 
2 s. E. 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
Bo.rs ~ Q!!!! ~ 
Upper Quarter 
39 
3 
. 43 
. oo6241 
Boys ~ Girls in 
Lower Quarter 
39 
1 
.14 
. 0031.36 
. 29 
. 091 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Transportation is 29% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Upper 
Quarter. The critical ratio of 2.989 is statistically significant 
in favor or the boys and girls in the upper quarter . 
I 
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Table 59 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter with Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In thecategory of United Stat es 
Boys~ Girls,!!! 
Statistic Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girl 39 
Number of books read 
in United States 3 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in United States .13 
S. E. 2 .002916 
Ditf . 
s. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
39 
13 
.56 
.006241 
4.895 
The difference in percentage ot books read in the category 
of United States is 43% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Lower 
Quarter. The critical ratio of 4.895 is statistically significant 
in favor of the lower quarter of boys and girls . 
Table 60 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys and Girls in 
the Upper Quarter vi th Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Verse 
Bors and Girls ~ 
Statistic upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 39 
Number of books read 
in Verse 1 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Verse . 25 
2 S. E. . 004761 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff 
C. R. 
Boys and Girls in 
~Quarter 
39 
2 
So 
. 008400 
.25 
.107 
2. 336 
The difference in percentage of books read in the categor.y 
I of Verse is 25% in favor of the Boys and Girls in the Lower Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 2. 336 is not statistically significant . 
l 
The books read by the Girls in the Upper Quarter were compared 
with the books read by the Boys in the Upper Quarter in order to de-
termine whether the factor of intelligence effects the type of litera-
ture chosen. Each literary category was analyzed separately. 
No books were read by Girls and Boys in the Upper Quarter in 
the following categories--Fables, Folk Tales, Middle Ages, Myths, 
Prehistoric Times, and The Arts . 
Tables are not presented for the following categories~·Ancient 
Civilization, Hobbies, and Science--as there was no difference in 
percentage of books read between the Boys and the Girls in the Upper 
Quarter. 
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Table 61 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of Adventure 
Statistic Boys in Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Adventure 28 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Adventure .07 
s. E. 2 . 002601 
Dif'f . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
Girls in Upper Quarter 
22 
96 
. 28 
.007056 
.16 
. 098 
1. 6.32 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Adventure is 16% in favor of the Girls in the Upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 1. 6.32 is not statistically significant. 
l'Q 
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Table 62 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys ih the upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of Animal Stories 
Statistic Boys ~ Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Animal Stories 10 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Animal Stories .08 
2 
S. E. . 002916 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
~,!!! Upper Quarter 
22 
22 
.17 
.oo5625 
.09 
.092 
. 978 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Animal Stories is 9% in favor of the Girls in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of . 978 is not statistically significant . 
..;: {'0 
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Table 63 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category o£ American History 
Statistic Boys ~ Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in American History 16 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in American History .50 
2 S. E. . 010000 
Diff. 
S.E. 
Dif£ . 
C. R. 
Girls ~ Upper Quarter 
22 
1 
.03 
.001156 
. 47 
.106 
4.433 
The difference in percentage o£ books read in the category 
o£ American History is 47% in favor of the Boys in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio is statistically significant in favor of the 
Boys in the Upper Quarter . This ratio is 4.433. 
Table 64 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter wi. th Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of Cowboys a n:1 Indians 
Statistic Boys in Upper Quarter 
Number of boys ~d 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Cowboys and Indians 0 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Cowboys and Indians .oo 
2 
S. E. . 000000 
Diff. 
S. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
Girls in Upper Quarter 
22 
2 
.ll 
.11 
.o63 
1.746 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Cowboys and Indians is 11% in favor of the Girls in the Upper 
Quarter. The critical ratio of 1.746 is not statistically significant. 
1 
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Table 65 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of Family Life 
Statistic Boys in Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Family Life 0 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Family Life .oo 
S. E. 2 . 000000 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
Girls .!!'.! Upper Quarter 
22 
4 
.67 
. 008836 
.67 
.094 
3.510 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Family Life is 67% in favor of the Girls in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 3.510 is statistically significant. It 
favors the upper quarter of the girls . 
·; 
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Table 66 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of Famous People 
Statistic Bola ~ Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Famous People 9 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Famous People .11 
2 S. E. .003969 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
Girls in Upper Quarter 
22 
20 
. 24 
. 007225 
.13 
.106 
1. 226 
The difference in percentage o~ books read in the category 
of Famous People is 13% in favor of the Girls in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 1 . 226 is not statistically significant . 
I 
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Table 67 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of Fairy Tales and Fantasy 
Statistic I Nwnber of boys and 
girls 
Boys~ Upper Quarter 
Number of books read 
in Fantasy and Fairy Tales 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Fantasy and Fairy Tales 
S. E. 2 
Diff. 
S. E. 
Diff . 
c. R. 
17 
7 
.16 
.005329 
Girls ~ Upper Quarter 
22 
10 
. 22 
.006889 
.06 
.no 
.545 
The difference of books read in the category of Fantasy and 
Fairy Tales is 6% in favor of the ~irls in the Upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio of .545 is not statistically significant. 
1 
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Table 68 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of History 
Statistic Boys in upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in History 2 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in History .13 
s. E.
2 
. 004489 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
Girls ~ Upper Quarter 
22 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
.13 
.067 
1.940 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of History is 13% in favor of the Boys in the Upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 1 . 940 is not statistically significant. 
1 
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Table 69 Comparison of percentage of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of ~stery 
Statistic Boys ~ Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in MYstery 3 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in MYstery . 03 
s. E.2 . 001156 
Diff. 
S. E. 
Diff . 
c. R. 
Girls in Upper Quarter 
22 
28 
. 28 
. 008100 
. 25 
.096 
2. 604 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of MYstery is 25% in favor of the Girls in the Upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 2.604 is statistically significant in favor of 
the Girls in the Upper Quarter. 
' I 
Table 70 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of Nature 
Statistic Bozs ~ Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Nature 1 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Nature . 07 
2 s. E. . 002601 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
Girls _!!! Upper Quarter 
22 
.04 
~001521 
. 03 
.o64 
.468 
The difference in percentage of books read in the categorz 
of Nature is 3% in favor of the Bozs in the Upper Quarter. The 
critieal ratio of . 468 is not statistically significant. 
I 
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Table 71 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
in the Upper Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of Nonsense 
" 
------------------------------------------------·-------------- ---
Statistic 
Number of boys and 
girls 
Number of books read 
in Nonsense 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Nonsense 
2 S. E. 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Dif'f . 
C. R. 
Bo.ys ~ Um>er Quarter 
17 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
Girls in U;ePer Quarter 
22 
3 
.25 
.007569 
.25 
. 087 
2. 873 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of' Nonsense is 25% in favor of the Gir ls in the Upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 2. 873 is statistical~ significant in favor of 
the Girls in the· Upper Quarter. 
~ 
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Table 72 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of Occupations 
Statistic Boys ~ ~ Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Occupations 0 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Occupations .oo 
2 S. E. . 000000 
Di!f . 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
f!.!!:!! ~ Up;eer Quarter 
22 
1 
.17 
.005625 
. 17 
.075 
2. 266 
The difference in percentage of books read irl the category of 
Occupa tiona is 17% in favor of the Girls in the Upper Quarter • The 
critical ratio is not statistically significant. 
I 
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Table 73 Comparison of percentages of books read by J3oys in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of Other People and Other Lands 
Statistic Boys !a Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Other People and 
Other Lands 5 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Other People and 
Other Lands .13 
2 s. E. . 004489 
Dif£. 
S. E. 
Dif£. 
c. R. 
Gir:!,! El Upper Quarter 
22 
6 
.005041 
.02 
. 204 
The difference in percentage of books read ill the category of 
Other People and Other Lands is 2% in favor of the Girls in the 
Upper Quarter. The critical ratio of .204 is not statistically 
significant. 
! 
Table 74 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of Romance 
Statistic 
Number of boys and 
girls 
Number of books read 
in Romance 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Romance 
2 s. E. 
Diff . 
s . E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
Boys ,!!! Upper Quarter 
17 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
ill:,!:!:!, ~ Upper Quarter 
22 
1 
. 25 
.007569 
.25 
.087 
2.873 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Romance is 25% in favor of the Girls in the Upper Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 2. 873 is statistically significa1:1t in favor of 
the upper quarter of girls~ 
I 
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Table 75 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the upper Quarter 
I 
In the category of Space and Universe 
Statistic Boys .!!:, Upper Quarter Girls ~ Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 22 
Number of books read 
in Space and Universe 11 1 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Space and Universe . 44 .o4 
s. E. 2 . 009501 .001521 
Dif.t. . 40 
s. E. .106 
Dif'f . 
C. R. 3. 773 
The dif'f'erence in percentage of' books read in the category of' 
Space and Universe is 40% in favor of' the Boys in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of' 3. 773 is statistically si gnificant in favor 
of' the upper quarter of boys . 
. 
l 
I 
Table 76 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of Sports 
----------------------------------------------------------------
Statistic Boys .!!'! Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Sports 4 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Sports . 27 
s. E. 2 . 007921 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff. 
c.. R. 
~ !!! Upper Quarter 
22 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
.27 
.089 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Sports is 27% in favor of the Boys in the Upper Quarter. The criti-
cal ratio of 3.033 is statisticallY significant in favor of the upper 
quarter of boys . 
l 
Table 77 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter wi th Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of Transportation 
---------------------------------------------------------- -----
Statistic Boys in Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Transportation 2 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Transportation 
2 s. E. 
Diff . 
S. E. 
Diff . 
c. R. . 
.29 
. 008281 
Girls ~ Upper Quarter 
22 
1 
.14 
.004761 
.15 
.J.l4 
1.315 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Transportation is 15% in favor of the Boys in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 1. 315 is not statistically significant. 
' 
1 
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Table 78 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the upper 
Quarter with Girls in the upper Quarter 
In the category of the United States 
-----------------------------------------------------------------
Statistic Boys in Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in United States 3 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in United States .13 
2 S. E. . 004489 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
Girls in Upper Quarter 
22 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
.13 
.067 
1.940 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of United States is 13% in favor of the Boys in the Upper Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 1.940 is not statistically significant. 
-
Table 79 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Upper 
Quarter with Girls in the Upper Quarter 
In the category of Verse 
---------------------------------------------------------------
Statistic B~,y;s ,!!! Upper Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Verse 1 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Verse .25 
2 s. E. .007569 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
Girls .!,!! Upper QuartEr 
22 
0 
00 
.oooooo 
. 25 
.087 
2.873 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category or 
Verse is 25% in favor or th Boy in th Upper Quarter. The critical 
ratio of 2.873 is statistically signi11 ni in tavor of the upper 
quarter of boys. 
20 
The books read by the boys in the lower quarter were com-
pared with books read by girls in the lower quarter in order to 
determine whether the factor of intelligence effects the type 
of literature chosen. Each literary category was analyzed separ-
ately. 
No books were read by the boys and girls in the lower 
quarter in the following categories--Fold Tales, Occupations, 
and Romance . Therefore, it was impossible to derive a critical 
ratio for these classifications. 
Tables were not presented for the category of Ancient 
Civilization as there was no difference in percentage of books 
read between the boys and girls in the lower quarter. 
The tables for the categories of Fables, The Middle Ages, 
and MYths were not included , as only one book was read in each 
category throughout this study, and the critical ratio derived 
would not represent a true statistically significant difference . 
Table 80 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Adventure 
. 
Statistic Boys _!!! Lower Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girl 17 
Number of books read 
in Adventure 23 
Percentage of total 
number ~f books read 
in Adventure .o6 
2 
s. E. . 002209 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
Girls _!!! Lower Quarter 
22 
60 
.14 
.004761 
.oa 
.083 
.063 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Adventure is 8% in favor of the Girls in the Lower Quarter. The 
critical ratio of .963 is not statisticall1 significant. 
-
Table 81 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Animal Stories 
Statistic Boys !!! Lower Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Animal Stories 8 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Animal Stories .o6 
2 
s. E. . 002209 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
Girls .!.!:! Lower Quarter 
22 
23 
.17 
. 005625 
. 11 
.088 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Animal Stories is 11% in favor of the Girls in the Lower Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 1. 250 is not statistically significant. 
1 
Table 82 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of American History 
Statistic Boys ,!!! Lower Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in American History 1 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in American History . 03 
2 
s. E. .oou56 
Diff. 
S. E. 
Diff. 
Girls !a Lower Quarter 
22 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
C. R. . 882 
The difference in percentage of books read in t category of 
American History is 3% in favor of the Boys in the Lower Quarter. 
The critical ratio of . 882 is not sta tistieally significant. 
-
Table 83 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Cowboys and Indians 
Statistic Boys !!! Lower Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Cowboys and Indians 1 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Cowboys and Indians • 06 
s. E. 2 . 002209 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff . 
c. R. 
~ in Lower Quarter 
22 
6 
.33 
.008836 
. 27 
.105 
2.5714 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Cowboys and Indians is 27% in favor of the Girls in the Lower Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 2.5714 is not statistica~ significant. 
-
Table 84 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Family Life 
Statistic Boys ~ Lower Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Family Life 0 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Family Life .00 
2 S. E. .000000 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
Girls in Lower Quarter 
--
22 
1 
.67 
.008836 
.67 
.094 
3.510 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Famil1 Life is .67% in favor of the Girls in the Lower Quarter. The 
critical ~atio of 3. 510 is statistically significant in favor of the 
lower quarter of girls. 
·-
Table 85 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Famous People 
----------------------------------------------------------------
Statistic Boys !!! Lower Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Famous People 4 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Famous People .o) 
2 s. E. . 001936 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Diff. 
c. R. 
Girls £n Lower Quarter 
. 22 
12 
.14 
.004761 
.082 
The difference in percentage of books read in the cateogory of 
Famous People is 9% in favor of the Girls in the Lower Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 1.097 is not statistically significant. 
-
Table 86 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in t he Lower Quarter 
In the category of Fantasy and Fairy Tales 
Statistic Boys ~ Lo~~r quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
NUlllber of books read 
in Fantasy and Fairy 
Tales 0 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Fantasy and Fairy 
Tales .oo 
2 
s. '€ . • 000000 
Di:f'f . 
s. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
Girls !,!! Lower Quarter 
22 
11 
.24 
.007225 
.24 
.o85 
2. 823 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Fantasy and Fairy Tales is 24% in favor of the Girls in the Lower 
Quarter. The critical ratio of 2. 823 is statistically significant 
in favor of the lower quarter of girls. 
1 
Table 87 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of History 
Statistic Boys !,!! Lower Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girl 17 
Number of books read 
in History 2 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in History .13 
2 
S. E. .004489 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Diff. 
c. R. 
Girls !a Lower Quarter 
22 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
.13 
.067 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category or 
History is 13% in favor of the Boys in the Lower Quarter. The cri ti-
cal ratio of 1.940 is not statistically significant. 
·-
Table 88 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Hobbies 
Statistic Boys ~ ~ Quarter 
Number or boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Hobbies 0 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Hobbies .oo 
2 
s. E. . 000000 
Diff . 
s. E. 
D:trf . 
C. R. 
Girls~ Lower Quarter 
22 
2 
. 20 
.oo64oo 
. 20 
.oBo 
2.500 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Hobbi es is 20% in favor of the Girls in the Lower Quarter . The 
critical ratio of 2.5oo is not statistieall1 significant. 
:?0 
Table 89 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter wi tb Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the ca tegor.r of Mystery 
---------------------------------------------------------------
Statistic Bo.rs !a Lower guarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Mystery 5 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Myster,t .OS 
2 S. E. . 001936 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Diff. 
c. R. 
Girls in Lower Quarter 
-
22 
1.3 
.13 
. 004489 
.o8 
. 080 
1. 000 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
M,rster,. is 8% in fa TOr of the Girls in the Lower Quarter. The 
crt tical ratio of 1. 000 is not statistically significant. 
-
Table 90 Comparison of percentages or books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category or Nature 
Statistic Boys _!a Lower Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books in 
Nature 2 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Nature .14 
2 s. E. .004761 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Diff. 
c. R. 
Girls !a Lower Quarter 
22 
.3 
.21 
.006561 
.07 
.106 
.669 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Nature is 7% in favor of the Girls in the Lower Quarter. The critical 
ratio of .669 is not statisticall.r significant. 
-
Table 91 Comparison of percentages of books read b1 Bo1s in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the categor1 of Nonsense 
Statistic Bozs !,!! Lower Quarter 
Number of bo1s and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Nonsense 2 
Percentage of total number 
of books read in Non-
sense 
2 
s. E. 
Diff. 
s. E • 
. D:iff. 
C. R. 
.17 
.oo5625 
Girls in Lower Quarter 
-
22 
3 
.06 
.115 
.695 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Nonsense is 8% in favor of the Girls in the IDwer Quarter. The 
critical zatio of .695 is not statistically significant. 
Table 92 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Other People and Other Lands 
Statistic Bo.rs !!! .!2!!£ Quarter -: 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Other People and 
Other Lams 3 
Percen~ge of total 
number of books read 
in Other People and 
Other Lands .oa 
2 
s. E. .002916 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff . 
Gi rls !!! Lower Quarter 
22 
10 
.25 
.007569 
.17 
.102 
I c. R. 1 666 
11 
The difference in percentage of boob read in the category of 
Other People and Other Lands is 17% in favor of the Girls in the 
Lower Quarter. The critical ratio of 1. 666 is not statistically 
significant. 
Table 93 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Prehistoric Times 
Statistic Bo.rs !!! Lower quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Prehistoric Times 2 
Percentage of total number 
of books read in Prehis-
toric Times 
2 s. E. 
Diff'. 
s. E. 
Diff'. 
c. R. 
. 33 
.oo8836 
r.ii.rls !a Lower Q_uarter 
22 
1 
. 17 
.oo5625 
.16 
.120 
1.333 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of' 
Prehistoric Times is 16% in favor of the Boys in the Lower Quarter. 
The critical ratio of 1.333 is not statistically significant. 
Table 94 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the categor.y of Science 
' 
Statistic Bols !!! Lower Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Science 1 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Science .03 
s. E. 2 . 001156 
Dit'f. 
s. E. 
Diff . 
C. R. 
Girls in Lower Quarter 
22 
2 
.o5 
.001936 
.02 
.o56 
The difference in percentage of books read in the categor.y of 
Science is 2% in t'avor of the Girls in the Lower Quarter. The criti-
cal ratio of . 357 is not statistically significant. 
Table 95 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Space and Universe 
---------------------------------------------------------
Statistic Boys in Lower Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Nwaber of book• read 
in Space and Universe 3 
Percentage of total number 
of books read in Space 
and Universe 
2 S. E. 
Diff. 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
.000400 
Girls ~ Lower Quarter 
22 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
.o1 
.020 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Space and Universe is 1% in favor of the Boys in the Lower Quarter. 
The critical ratio of .500 is not statisticall.r significant. 
1 
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Table 96 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Sports 
Statistic Boys !!! Lower Quarter ~ !a Lower Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 22 
Number of books read 
in Sports 1 0 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Sports .01 .oo 
s. E. 2 . oo26ol .oooooo 
Di.ff . 
. 07 
s. E. 
.051 
Dif.f' . 
c. R. 1 • .372 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Sports .is 7% in favor of the Boys in the Lower Quarter. The critical 
ratio of 1. 372 is not statistically significant. 
f 
Table 97 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the I..o.wer Quarter 
In the category of The Arts . 
Statistic Boys .!,!! ~Quarter 
Number of boys and 
~~s U 
Number of books read 
in the Arts 0 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in The Arts • 67 
2 s. E. . 008836 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff . 
c. R. 
Girls in Lower Quarter 
--
22 
.oo 
.oooooo 
. 67 
3.510 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
The Arts is 67% in favor of the Boys in the Lower Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 3. 510 is statistically significant in favor of 
the lower quarter of boys . 
Table 98 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the LOwer 
~uarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of Transportation 
Statistic Bo1s !!! Lower Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Transpor tation 1 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Transportation 
2 
s. E. 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff. 
C. R. 
.14 
. 004761 
Girls in Lower Quarter 
-
22 
0 
.oo 
.oooooo 
. llt 
.069 
2.028 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category of 
Transportation is 14% in favor o! the Boys in the Lower Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 2. 028 is not statistically significant. 
I 
I 
I 
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Table 99 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter with Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In the category of United States 
---------------------------------------------------------------
Statistic Boys in ~ Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in United States 5 
Percentage of total num-
· ber of books read 
in United States 
s. E. 2 
Diff. 
S. E. 
Dif'f. 
c. R. 
.22 
.006889 
~ in LowerQuarter 
22 
8 
.30 
.o08464 
.o8 
.124 
.645 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of United States is 8% in favor of the Girls in the Lower Quarter. 
The critical ratio of .645 is not statistically significant. 
l 
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Table 100 Comparison of percentages of books read by Boys in the Lower 
Quarter 'Wi. th Girls in the Lower Quarter 
In thecategory of Verse 
Statistic Bozs in Lower Quarter Girls .!,!! Lower Quarter 
Number of boys and 
girls 17 
Number of books read 
in Verse 0 
Percentage of total 
number of books read 
in Verse .oo 
2 s. E. . 000000 
Diff . 
s. E. 
Diff. 
c. R. 
22 
2 
.50 
. 010000 
.5o 
.100 
s.ooo 
The difference in percentage of books read in the category 
of Verse is 50% in favor of the Girl s in the Lower Quarter. The 
critical ratio of 5.000 is statistically significant in favor of 
the lower quarter of girls . 
-
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CHAPTER V 
Summary and Conclusions 
It was the purpose of this study to check the aroount and kind 
of reading done by fourth, fifth , and eighth grade children outside 
of school. 
A secondary purpose of this study was to analyze the books r e-
ported by the children and place them in literary categories . 
The data were analyzed to determine the following: 
1 . The number and percentage of books appearing in each of 
the twenty-eight literary categories . 
2. A comparison of the difference in the number and percent-
age of books read by boys and girls in each literary category. 
3. A comparison of the number and percentage of books appear-
ing in each category for girls in the highest quarter of in-
telligence ~th girls in the lowest quarter of intelligence. 
4. A comparison of the number and percentage of books read by 
the boys in the upper quarter of intelligence with those of 
boys in the lower quarter of intelligence according to cate-
gories . 
5. A comparison of the number and percentage of books read by 
girls and boys in the upper quarter according to intelligence. 
6. A comparison of the number and percentage of books read by 
girls in the lowest quarter according to percent. 
1. A comparison of the number and percentage of the books read 
by the top quarter of the total population according to 
. 43 
intelligence with the lower quarter of the total population 
according to intelligence . 
Conclusions.--The following are the conclusions drawn from the data ; 
1. In examining a tabulation of the number of books read by 
157 fourth, fifth, and sixth grade children, it was found that 
they had read a total of 1094 books in the seven weeks covered 
by the study. · 
2. The highest chosen category was that of Adventure with 37.8 
percent . The second highest was Animal Stories, lihich included 
12.2 percent . The third highest category was Mystery with 9.1 
percent of the total books read. 
3. The least chosen categories were Myths with 0.1 percent; 
Middle Ages, 0.1 percent; and Fables, with 0.1 percent. 
4. Girls read more than twice as many books as boys. 
5. Both boys and girls read the largest number oi' books in the 
Adventure oa tegory. 
6. For the girls, the second highest category was Animal Stories 
which contained 13.5 percent, and the third cat egory was Mystery 
with 11. 6 percent . 
1. The second chosen category for boys was Animal Stories with 
9.4 percent, and the third, Famous People with 9.1 percent. 
The following is an analysis of the comparison between girls in 
the upper quarter of intelligence and girls in the lower quarter: 
1 . The following categories showed statistically significant 
differences in the number of books read in favor of the girls in 
======~=============================================9~==: 
the upper quarter: 
a. American History 
b . Family Life 
c . Occupations 
d. Romance 
e. Science 
f. Space and Uni. verse 
g . Transportation 
2. The following categories showed statistically significant 
differences in the number of books read in favor of the girls 
in the lower quarter: 
a . Cowboys and Indians 
b. Prehistoric Times 
c. The Arts 
d. The United States 
e. Verse 
The following is an analysis of the comparison between the 
boys in the upper quarter of intelligence and the boys in the 
lower quarter of intelligence. 
1 . The following categories showed statistically significant 
differences in the number of books read in favor of the boys in 
the upper quarter of intelligence : 
a . American History 
b . Fantasy and Fairy Tales 
o. Hobbies 
d. Science 
e. Space and Universe 
f . Verse 
2. The following categories showed statistically significant 
differences in the number of books read in favor of the boys in 
the lower quarter of intelligence : 
a . Nonsense 
b. Prehistoric Times 
The following is an analysis of the comparison between the boys 
in the upper quarter of intelligence and the girls in the upper 
quarter of intelligence ~ 
1. The following categories showed statistically significant 
differences in the number of books read in favor of the boys in 
the upper quarter of intelligence over the girls in the top 
quarter of intelligence . 
a . American History 
b. Space and Universe 
c . Sports 
d. Verse 
2. The following categories showed statistically significant 
differences :i.n the number of books read in favor of the girls 
in the upper quarter of intelligence over the boys in the upper 
quarter of intelligence . 
a . Family Life 
b . }1'...vstery 
c . Nonsense 
d . Romance 
The followins is an analysis of the comparison between the boys 
and girls in the lower quarter of intelligence. 
1. The following category showed a statistically significant 
difference in the number of books read in favor of the boys in 
the lower quarter over the girls in the lower quarter: 
a . Verse 
2. The following categories showed statistically significant 
differences in the number of books read in favor of the girls in 
the lower quarter over the boys inthe lower quarter. 
I 
I 
a . Family Life 
b . Fantasy and Fairy Tales 
c . The Arts 
The following is an analysis of the comparison of the total 
boys am girls in the upper quarter with the boys and girls in the 
lower quarter of intelligence: 
1. The following categories showed statistically significant 
differences in the number of books read in favor of the upper 
quarter of the boys and girls over the lower quarter of boys 
and girls in intelligence: 
a . American History 
b . Family Life 
c . Occupations 
d. Romance 
e . Science 
f . Space and Universe 
g. Transportation 
2. The following categories showed statistically significant 
differences in the number of books read in favor of the lower 
quarter of boys a r:rl girls over the upper quarter according to 
intelligence: 
a . Cowboys and Indians 
b . Prehistoric Times 
c . The Arts 
d . The United States 
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[ I 
1. Adams, Bess, Porter, About Books and Children, Henry 
Holt and Co. , New York, 1953 
2. American Library Association, .!!:!! Right~ for~ 
Right~~ John Da.r Co., N. Y., 1933. 
3. American IJ.brary Association, Let's Read Together: Books 
~ Family Enjopent, Chicago, 1960. 
4. American Library Association, Graded Lists o! Books !.£!: 
Children, Chicago, 1936. 
5. App.r, Nellie, "The ABC'S of Enjo.rment in Readingy Elementary 
English Review, vol. xxiii, January, 1946. 
6. Arbuthnot, Ma.r, Hil+, etal, Children and Books, Scott, 
Foresman and Co., New York, 1947. 
7. Arbuthnot, May, Hill, etal, Children's Books: Too Good 
To Miss, The Press of Westeril"Resme-
Universi t.r, 1956 
8. Bamman, Henry, A., and Mildred A. Dawson, Teaching Reading: 
A Guide to Aids, Materials and Activities, 
Sacramento State College, san Francisco, 
California, 1958. 
9. Bates, Arlo, Talks on Teaching Literature, Houghton Mifflin 
Co., New York, 1906. 
10. Betzner, Jean, Exploring Literature ~ Children in!!'!! 
Elementary School, Bureau of Publications, 
Teachers College, Columbia University, New 
York, 1943. 
ll. Billet, Roy 0., Preparing Theses and Other TlPed ~­
scripts, Littlefiel~Adams and Company, 
Ames, Iowa, 1956. 
12. Broening, Angela M., Developing Appreciation T~ro~h 
Teaching Literature, Johns Hopkins Univer-
sity, 1929. 
13. California Elementary School, Children's Interest-Elemen-
tary School Level, News Publishing Campa~, 
Sacramento, California, May, 1940. 
14. Colburn, Evangeline, The Library ~ !!.!. Intermediate Grades, 
University of Chicago, Chicago, 1930. 
15. 
16. 
17. 
18. 
Colby, Jean, P., The Children's Bookfield, Pellegrini and 
Cudahy, New York, 1952. 
Corcoran, Mary I ., Evaluative Criteria in Literature for 
Elementary Grades, unpublished Service pape~ 
Boston University School of Education, 1952. 
Crow, Lester, D., Alice Crow and Walter Murray, (editors) 
Teaching in the Elementary School, Longmans, 
Green andCompany, New York, 1961. 
Dawson, Mildred A., Teaching La ~uage in the Grades, World 
Book Company, New York, I95L 
19. Dawson, Mildred A., and Mildred Zollinger, Guiding La~uage 
Learning, World Book Company, Yonkers-on-
Hudson, New York, 1957. 
20. Dewey, John, ~!!Experience, New York. 
21. Durrell, Donalci D., Improvement .2f. Basic Reading Abilities, 
World Book Company, New York, 19LO. 
22. Eakin, Mary K., Good Books for Children, A Selection of 
Outstanding Children's Books, Uni versi t7 of 
Chicago Press, 1959. 
23 . Eaton, Anne Thaxter, Treasure for Taking, Viking Press, 
New York, 1957.---
24. Fenner, Phyllis, The Proof of the Pudding: What Children 
Read, The JohnDay Company, NeW'YOrk", 1957. 
25. Field, Walter Taylor, ! ~ to Literature .£2! Children, 
Ginn and Company, Boston, 1928. 
26. Frank, Josette, Your Child's Readi!!S Today, Doubleday and 
Company, IiiC. 1 Garden Ci ty,New York, 1954. 
27. Gans, Roma, Reading is Fun, Bureau of Publications, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, New York, 19.5'1. 
28. Green, Jenny, Reading for Fun, The Gorham Press, Boston, 
1925. --
29. Harrington, P. Mildred, The Southwest.!!:! Children's ~~ 
Louisiana State University Press, Baton 
Rouge, Louisiana, 1952. 
30. Harris, Albert J., ~ ~ Increase Reading Abili tz:, Longmans, 
Green, and Company., New York, 1940. 
I 
I 
31. Hazard, Paul, Books, Children and Men. The Horn Book, Inc., 
Boston, 1947. - -
32. Hollowell, Lilian, Children's Literature, Rinehart and 
Company, Inc ., New York, 1950. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 
41. 
Huber, Miriam B. (Editor) Storr and Verse ~ Children, 
The MacMillan Compa.n.r, New York, 1955. 
Hurley, Beatrice, CuiTiculum for Elementarr School Childrin, 
The Macmillan Company, New York, 1955. 
Husband, Kenneth L., Teaching Elementarr School Subjects, 
The Ronald Press Company, New York, 1961. 
Jersild, Arthur T., and Ruth J. Tasch, Children's Interest, 
Bureau of Publications, Teachers College, 
Columbia University, New York, 1949. 
Joint Committee of American Library Association, By W8y 
of Introduction, Chicago, 1947. 
Jordan, Arthur M., Children's Interests ~ Readin~, Teachers 
College, Columbia University, New YOrk, 1921. 
Kangley, Lucy, Poetry Preferences ~ ~ Junior High School, 
Teachers College, Columbia University, New 
York, 1938. 
Larric, Nancy, A Parent's Guide to Children's Reading, Pocket 
Books, Inc .,~ork, 1958. 
LePere, Jean M., "Literature in the Elementary School", Review 
of Educational Research (April, 1961) Vol. 31, I 
No . 2, National Educational Association of the 
United States, Washington, D. c., 1961. 
42. Lines, Kathleen, ~ to Fourteen, ! Library of ~ f2! I 
Children, Cambridge University Press, London, 195<. 
43. MacClintock, Porter Lander, Literature ~ ~ Elementatz 
School, University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 193· • 
44 . Mahoney, Bertha E. and Elinor Whitney, Realms of Gold, 
Doubleday, Doran and Co., Inc ., Garden City, 
New York, 1929. 
45. Mahoney, Bertha E. and Elinro Whitey, Five Years of Children 1 s 
Books, Boubleday, Doran i'iirc~nC:, Garden 
City, New York, 1936. 
so 
I 
I 
r 
46. McKee, Paul, Reading ~ Literature ~ ~ Elementary School, 
Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 1934. 
L7. McKee, Paul,~ Teaching of Reading in~ Elementa~ School, 
Houghton Miffiin Company, Boston, 1948. 
LB. 
49. 
McKim, Margaret G., Guiding Growth in Readil}g, The Macmillan 
Co., New York, 1955. --
Miller, Bertha Mahoney, and Elinor Whitney Field, Newberry 
Medal Books: 1922-1955. The Horn Book Co., 
Boston, 1955. 
50. Miller, Bertha Mahoney, and Elino~ Whitney Field, Caldecott 
Medal Books: 1938-19571 The Hom Book Company, 
Boston, 1957. 
51. Monroe, Walter s. (ed) Encyclopedia £f Educational Research, 
The Macmillan Com., New York, 1941. 
52. 
53. 
54. 
55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 
59. 
60. 
61. 
Moore, Annie E., Literature Old and New tor Children, Houghton 
Mifflin Co., Boston, 1934.-
National Council of Teachers of English, Adventuring ~ 
Books, Chicago, Illinois, 1950. 
New York Association of Teachers of English, Further Studies 
!a Readins, Noble and Noble, New York, 1937. 
Norvell, George w., The Reading Interests ~ Young People, D. c. 
Heath and Co., Boston, 1950. 
Norvell, George w., What Boys and Girls Like to R~ad, Silver 
Burdet't'C'Ompany, New York, ~9-;- -
Olcott, Francis Jenkins, The Children's Reading, Houghton 
Mifflin Company, Boston, 1912. 
Pennell, Mary E. and Alice M. Cusack, Teaching Reading £2! 
Better Living, Houghton Mifflin Co., Boston, 1935 
Rankin, Marie, Children's Interests ~ Librarl Books of Fiction 
Contributions to Education, No. 900::Sureau of 
Publications, Teadhers College, Columbia Univer-
sity, New York, 19LL. 
Roos, Jean Carolyn, Patterns in .!!!adin~, American Library 
Association, Chicago, 19 L. 
Rosenblat, Louise M., Literature !! fe;loration, Appleton-
Century-Crofts, Inc., ew York, 1938. 
51 .. 
I 
62 . Rue, Eloise, Subject Index to Books for Intermediate Grades, 
American Library Association, Ch~cago, 1950. 
63 . Stauffer, R. Nance , "The ABC's of Enjoyment in Read~" · 
Elementarj EiiiiTshReview (January, 194b) 
vol . 23. 
64. Strang, Ruth, and others, Problems in the Improvement of 
Reading, McGraw Hill Book Co., Inc., New York, 
19~. 
65 .Strang, Ruth, and Others, Gateways to Readable Books, The H. w. 
Wilson Co ., New York; 1952. 
66 . 
67 . 
68 . 
Strang, Ruth, and Others , Problems in the Improvement of 
Reading, McGraw Hill Book Co., Inc ., New-york, 
1955. 
Strickland , Ruth G., The Language Arts in the Elementarz 
School,-n7 c. Heath ~cO:,~w York, 1954. 
Tooze, Ruth, ~ Children ~ !2, ~~ Prentice Hall, Inc., 
Englewood Cliffe, New Jersey, 1957. 
Washburn, Carleton, and Mabel Vogel, What Children Like to 
~' Rand McNally and co:; New York, -mo. 
70. Whitehead, Alfred N., The Aims o!" Education, The Macmillan 
Company, New York, 1929. 
71. Witty, Paul, Reading in Modern Education, D. c. Heath and 
Company;-Boston, 1949. 
1 
